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What is Access to Genetic 

Resources and Benefit Sharing 

(ABS)? 

 

Access and benefit-sharing refers to the way in which 

genetic resources may be accessed, and how users and 

providers reach an agreement on the fair and equitable 

sharing of the benefits that might result from their use. 



International Obligations for Guyana 

 United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 

(UNCBD); 

     - Signatory to the Convention in 1992; and 

     - Ratified in 1994. 

 

Objectives of the CBD 

 Conservation of Biological Diversity / Biodiversity 

 Sustainable use of its components; and 

 The fair and equitable sharing of benefit arising from 

the utilisation of genetic resources. 

 



National Framework for ABS 

 

 Constitution: Article 2:36: In the interest of the present 
and future generations, the state will protect rational 
use of its fauna and flora, and will take all appropriate 
measures to conserve and improve the environment. 

 

 EP Act 1996 (Establishment of the Environmental Protection 
Agency): With regards to ABS, enacted as the main 
legislative vehicle to provide for: 

 

 The management, conservation, protection and 
improvement of the environment; and 

 The sustainable use of natural resources. 
 

  

 



National Framework for ABS cont’d 

 National Policy on ABS, 2008. 

  

 Draft ABS Regulations made under the EP Act.  

- Sole Souring of Consultant 

- Finalization of ABS Regs 

 

 Biodiversity Research Guidelines. 

 

 





Institutional Arrangement for ABS  

ABS National Authority/Focal Point –  
○ The Environmental Protection Agency 

 

Other Stakeholders 
○ The Ministry of Natural Resources and the      

Environment 

○ Ministry of Amerindian Affairs 

○ Protected Areas Commission 

○ Iwokrama 

○ Conservation International 

○ National Biodiversity Committee-Applications Sub-
committee 

○ Indigenous Peoples Commission 

 



Overview of the Research Process 
 

(1) Potential Researchers register 

via the NBRIS 

(http://www.epabiodiv.gy/rap/) 

 

(3) Research Application 

submitted to the EPA and 

processing fee paid.  

(4) Application reviewed by the 

Application Sub-committee of the 

National Biodiversity Committee. 

(5) APPLICATION 

APPROVED 

(5) APPLICATION 

NOT  APPROVED 

(6) PAYMENT OF 

RESEARCH PERMIT FEE 

(7)  RESEARCH PERMIT 

ISSUED 

(8)  SPECIMEN EXPORT 

PERMIT ISSUED (If necessary) 

(2) REGISTRATION 

APPROVED 

(2) REGISTRATION 

NOT APPROVED 





Overview Cont’d 

• All dead and preserved specimens require a Permit 

from the EPA for removal/export from Guyana;  

 

• All live specimens require a Permit from the Wildlife 

Management Authority (WMA) for removal from 

Guyana; and 

 

• Both Permits (EPA and WMA) are Export Permit.  



Research and Export Permits 

 

 Research Permit 

 

 Signed by both parties; EPA and Researcher; 

 Gold Seal of the EPA attached; and 

 Guidelines for Biodiversity Research in Guyana attached. 
   

 Export Permit 

 
 Signed by both parties; EPA, and the Exporter; 
 Complete list of the specimens to be exported (including 

the total number of specimens), the research permit 
under which the specimens were collected; 

 Regular Seal of the EPA attached; and 
 Verification Report to the Export Permit attached and 

sealed by the EPA. 
 

 



 

Thank You. 

 

Questions/Clarifications/ 

Comments??? 



Contact Information 

Email 

 Diana Fernandes- dianafernandes2300@gmail.com 

 Stacy Lord- stacyrlord@gmail.com 

 epaguyana.org 

 

Phone Numbers 

 225-6048 

 225-5467-9 

 225-5471 

 225-6044 
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