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•2. Vernonia galamensis/ASTERACEAE (የየግራዋ ቤተሰብ)  



 
 b. 

  

3. Aloe debrana /ALOACEAE (ሬሬት) 
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4. Osyris quadripartita/SANTAlACFAE 
(ቀቀረጥ) 



5. Dichrostachys cinerea /FABACEAE (አአደር
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•6. Withania  somnifera/SOLANAC
ግዛዋ
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The case of Aloe 

• The G-7 Trading and Industry PLC has 
privatized both the  
– Ethiopian Fiber Products and  
– Meher Fiber Products Factories which were 

previously owned by the Ethiopian 
Government.  



• The company produces jute sacks for 
packing  
– coffee,  
– cereals and  
– oil seeds.  

• The company uses batching oils on raw 
fibers which contain certain amount of 
hydrocarbon minerals. 



• However, the use of mineral-oil based 
batching in the process of manufacturing 
jute bags used for packaging of food grade 
materials had been a matter of concern for 
the final consumers due to alleged and 
possible hydrocarbon contamination of the 
bags. 



• In order to resolve the issue to the 
satisfaction of all concerns 

• The International Jute Council (IJC) set 
standard-98/01 where the toxic 
unsaponifiables should be less than 1250 
mg/kg in jute bags. 



• The situation in the Ethiopian  
– in jute bags 20,723.30 mg/kg and  
– in the batching oil itself were about 868,786.4 

mg/kg 



• The company was engaged in replacing 
the batching oil with naturally earned oils 
from Aloe species that will be collected 
from the wild stand 



• Aloe species are succulent plants that 
mainly grow in the wild in East Africa.  
 

• The genus, which includes about 360 
species, has its main distribution in Africa 
south of the Sahara, including 
Madagascar and Mascarenes   



• There are about 46 Aloe species in 
Ethiopia of which 24 are endemic 
 

• However, nearly all species of the genus 
Aloe, like the Orchidaceae, are listed in 
CITES Appendix II and, thus is not 
recommended to use for commercial 
purpuse from the wild stand 
 
 



• Selection of Aloe species with high gel 
content and launching cultivation is more 
sound and sustainable 

• Until the establishment of Aloe farm, the 
G-7 Company requested Ethiopian 
Biodiversity Institute to get permission to 
harvest Aloe leaves from the wild stand in 
2009 



• In response of the enquiry made by the 
Company, a team was established from 
the two institutions with the objective to:  
– Assess the possibility of harvesting from wild 

stand by looking the  
– abundance,  
– distribution pattern and  
– local uses of various Aloe spices in Ethiopia 



• Field assessment 
• Interview of local communities 
• Identification of conservation and 

harvesting areas 
• Monitoring sustainable harvesting of 

the leaves of Aloe from the wild stand 
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Aloe pulcherrima (Endemic) 
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Based on the 
findings of the 
assessment 



 





 



 



 



 



 



Biannual monitoring 

• Existence of sustainable use of target and 
non-target Aloe 
population/Mismanagement 

• Absence of conflict of interest that may 
affect Aloe population 

• Economic benefit of local people engaged 
in Aloe economics 

 
 





Harvesting 
matured leaves 
of Aloe debrana 



 

Mismanagement- Aloe debrana 



Use of Aloe debrana for soil and water conservation 



Conclusion  
• A genetic material that has been unknown 

in the countries economy become the back 
bone of coffee export 

• Local communities are very happy in getting 
new source of income 

• Although access to two Aloe species was 
granted, only one species was utilized 

• The area coverage is also much less than 
permitted 

• No impact have been reported  



• The agreement period is over and re-
negotiation is required 
– If we push the company to establish its own 

Aloe farm, the benefit and interest of 
conservation of Aloe will decrease among 
local communities 

– Conducting research on various aspects are 
required for sound decision 
 


