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GEF ABS Caribbean Project  
  
 

 

 “Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing” (ABS) 

•  Also known as Bioprospecting.  

•  Convention on Biological Diversity à 3rd Objective 

•  Nagoya Protocol à Came into force in October 2014 
–  Antigua & Barbuda and Grenada: Have signed  

–  Guyana: Has become a Party (acceded in April 2014) 

•  GEF Project Objective: Seeking uptake of the Nagoya Protocol     
and  implementation of key measures to make the protocol 
operational in Caribbean countries. 

•  Implementing Agency: UNEP. Executing Agency IUCN 
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GEF ABS Project Participating Countries & Counterpart Agencies 

PARTICIPATING COUNTRY COUNTERPART AGENCY 

Antigua & Barbuda Environment Division 

Barbados Min. of Environment & Drainage 

Trinidad & Tobago 
 

Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources 
 

Guyana Environmental Protection Agency 

Grenada Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment 

Jamaica Ministry of Land and Environment  
National Environment and Planning Agency 

St. Kitts & Nevis Department of Physical Planning and 
Environment 

St. Lucia Sustainable Development and Environment 
Division 

CBD, OECS, GIZ.   
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GEF ABS Caribbean Project  
  
 

 

 “Advancing the Nagoya Protocol in the Caribbean region” 

•  Current Status: Project and contract have been approved and signed by 
GEF. Project coordinator has been contracted, based in Antigua & 
Barbuda. 

•  Consultations and work plan defined with countries and regional 
institutions - First trimester 2016 / Inception workshop and steering 
committee meeting 

•  Budget : GEF Grant: 1.826 m USD. (Not STAR resources) Co-financing: 
3.809 m USD. Total: 5,635 m USD 

•  Implementing period: Starting 2016, for 3 years with 24 months of active 
implementation in countries. 

•  Partners: GIZ ABS Capacity Development Initiative, CBD Secretariat, 
UNEP as GEF Agency, CARICOM Secretariat and OECS Secretariat. 
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Interventions 
National level: 
•  Complements policy formulation and review and update of institutional 

and legal framework for ABS 
•  Facilitation of ratification of Nagoya Protocol by national government 
•  Facilitation of political buy-in 
•  Dialogues with paralmentarians 
•  Trainings with key government agencies 
•  Coordination Consultants (Local) -TORs for will be agreed between 

IUCN and the ABS Focal Points in countries of interventions. 

Regional level: 
•  Trainings, regional ABS policy/ legislation guidelines  
•  Source for data and technical expertise relevant for bioprospecting and 

broader ABS policy formulation ( relevant universities i.e. UWI) 



Unión Internacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza – Oficina Regional para Mesoamérica e Iniciativa Caribe 



Unión Internacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza – Oficina Regional para Mesoamérica e Iniciativa Caribe 

Strategies 
•  Working with national ABS focal points  

and regional entities ( OECS, CARICOM) 
•  Sinergies and complementary activities 

with other relvant initiatives GIZ, CBd, 
UNEP, Universities 

•  Bottom up- Scale up  approach  
•  Based on countries needs and priorities  
•  Lead by an steering committe  
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Thank you!! 




