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ABS Project in México

Outcomes

1. Reforming or adjusting the legal framework and 
establishing administrative or public policy 
measures that regulate access, utilization of GR 
and associated TK arising from the fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits

2. Strengthening national institutional capacities.

3. Protecting traditional knowledge and improving 
the capacities of indigenous and local communities 
and other stakeholders to generate social 
awareness on conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, GR and associated TK, as well as 
benefit-sharing arising from their access and 
utilization.

BCP presentation - Isla Yunuen



Framework of rights of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

International binding instruments (Treaties), 
and non-binding ones (declarations)

Customary Law for 
indigenous groups (in 
Mexico  called “Usos y 

Costumbres”)  

National Laws 
(from Political 
Constitution to 

regulatory laws)

BCP’s



Following the processes for compliance with the NP

To ensure that its application in Mexico, favors the rights of indigenous
people and local communities we must follow free, informed and
participatory processes, including the preparation of BCP.

The Government of Mexico requested technical assistance from the
GEF and UNDP to promote compliance with the current legal
framework, as well as transparency and equity among providers and
users of national Genetic Resources.



The Genetic Resources BCP’s, and the IPLC’s

IPLC´s

(Diffuse) Legal Framework in México
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GEF-UNDP-SEMARNAT  PROJECT 
and development of BCP’s

GOALS, at least… 

12 BCP’s for
Indigenous People

4 BCP’s for Local 
Communities

Location of the localities where BCP are being developed in Mexico.



Biocultural Community Protocol for IP’s

Indigenous
group

Community Municipality State Biocultural 
Region

Expected
delivery date

Náhuatl  
San José de los 
Laureles Tlayacapam Morelos  

Corredor 
Biológico 
Chichinautzin

July



Indigenous
group

Community Municipality State Biocultural 
Region

Expected
delivery date

Maya Ek Balam Temozón Yucatán Península de 
Yucatán

July

Biocultural Community Protocol for IP’s



Indigenous
group

Community Municipality State Biocultural Region Expected delivery
date

Zapoteca Capulálpam
de Méndez 

Capulálpam
de Méndez

Oaxaca Zongolica - Sierra 
Norte de Oaxaca

July

Biocultural Community Protocol for IP’s



Indigenous
group

Community Municipality State Biocultural 
Region

Expected
delivery date

Seri o Comcaác Punta Chueca
Desemboque

Hermosillo
Pitiquito

Sonora Isla Tiburón-Río 
Bacoachi

July

Biocultural Community Protocol for IP’s



Pueblo 
Indígena

Comunidad Municipio Estado Región 
Biocultural

Expecting
delivery date

Purépecha Isla Yunuen Pátzcuaro Michoacán Tancítaro June

Biocultural Community Protocol for IP’s



Location Mnicipality State

Mesón Viejo Temascaltepec Estado de México

San Mateo Almololoa Temascaltepec Estado de México

Ejido Charape La Joya Querétaro Querétaro

Biocultural Community Protocol for LC’s



Opportunities

• “Time of the communities”.

• Small number of organizations with a proved expertise in GR BCP’s.

• Currently many IPLC’s have social challenges, and a small social cohesion
due to phenomena such as migration, unemployment and lack of
opportunities.

• Implementation of legislative, regulatory, administrative or policy
measures that strengthen the protection of Traditional Knowledge (TC) at
the local level are beginning.

• Recovering the heritage.
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