











POLICY CONTEXT

U Key agreements which govern the use of agricultural genetic resources include the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD); its Nagoya Protocol on access to genetic resources
and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their utilisation; and the
International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA).

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC
RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Establishes a multilateral ABS system for 64 important
food security and forage crops (Annex 1).

These crops are accessible to everyone and share a set
of rules of facilitated access and benefit sharing.

A Standard Material Transfer Agreement sets agreed
terms and conditions for the transfer and use of
Annex 1 crops for research, training and breeding.

The same terms govern ex-situ collections of PGRFA
held by the Centres of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).

NAGOYA PROTOCOL

Includes all other genetic resources not included in Annex
1 of the ITPGRFA or CGIAR collections, including many
food and agricultural crops, all ornamentals and associated
traditional knowledge.

Also includes Annex 1 crops used outside the scope of the
ITPGRFA, for example for pharmaceutical purposes.

ABS is negotiated on a bilateral basis with variable terms.
Recognises the importance of genetic resources for food and
agriculture and their special role for food security in relation
to ABS measures.

Envisages implementation in a mutually supportive manner
with other international agreements.



INDUSTRY AND ABS

Access to genetic resources is highly variable
depending on the materials sought, company size
and use. There is growing interest in wild species
and landraces for breeding, crop protection and,
to a lesser extent, for horticulture. This raises the
importance of benefit sharing and Farmers’ Rights.

Fast-moving technological changes mean that

those implementing ABS must have familiarity with
bioinformatics and an understanding of how informational
resources are shared and used.

This sector has engaged actively in ABS due to its
involvement in the ITPGRFA. Despite slow progress on
benefit sharing and implementation of the ITPGRFA,
important strides have been made to facilitate genetic
resource exchange for food security and the public good.
Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol should build on
past achievements.
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The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture; The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and
the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to
the Convention on Biological Diversity.
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DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVE
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www.abs-initiative.info www.bio-economy.org.za

The Access and Benefit-Sharing Key Points for Policy-Makers series has been produced
to provide governments, companies, researchers, communities and others with background
information to assist with the development of access and benefit-sharing measures to
implement the Nagoya Protocol. The briefs are organised around central, key points on trends
and practices in markets, research and development, and ABS. More detailed information on

these sectors can be found at: www.bio-economy.org.za; www.abs-initiative.info;
www.peopleandplants.org; CBD Bioscience at a Crossroads policy briefs:
https://www.cbd.int/abs/policy-brief/default.shtml/; and in the upcoming book:
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138779099/
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