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REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON PEACE - WORK - COUNTRY 

DECREE No 95/531/PM OF 23 AUGUST 1995 
LAYING DOWN THE PROCEDURE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE FORESTS SYSTEM 

THE PRIME MINISTER, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT 

HAVING REGARD to the Constitution; 

HAVING REGARD to Order No 90/001 of 29 January 1990 creating a 
customs-free area in Cameroon, together with Law No 90/023 of 10 
August 1990 approving the said Order; 

HAVING REGARD to Law No 94/01 of 20 January 1994 establishing a 
forests, fauna and fisheries system; 

HAVING REGARD to Decree No 92/089 of 4 May 1992 Iaying down the 
duties of the Prime Minister; 

HAVING REGARD to Decree No 92/244 of 25 November 1992 appointing 
the Prime Minister, Head of Governmenti 

HAVING REGARD to Decree No 92/245 of 26 November 1992 organlslng 
:i the Government, together wi th i ts subsequent amenciments; 

HEREBY DECRE~~.c: 

TITLE l 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 1 - This Decree implements Law No 94/01 of 20 January 
1994 establishing a forests, fauna and fisheries system, 
hereinafter referred to as "the Law", especially as regards the 
provisions thereof relating to the protection of nature and 
biodiversity, and to forests. 

ARTICLE 2 (1) A forêt domaniale shall be a forest which has been 
classified for the benefit of the State. 

(2) Pursuant to the Law, the following forest reserves 
shall be regarded as forêts domaniales: 

;...---- --~..,~-

strict ecological reserveSi 
- flora reserveSi 
- protection forestsi 
- recreational forestsi 
- research and teaching forests; 
- production forestsi 
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- reforestation areaSi 
- botanic gardens. 

ARTICLE 3 - For the purposes of applying the Law and this Decree, 
the following definitions shall apply: 

1) Strict ecological reserve [réserve écologique intégrale]: 
an are a whose resources of whatever kind are afforded absolute 
protection in order fully to preserve its climatic conditions. 
AlI human intervention is strictly prohibited in such areas. 

However 1 the Forests Administration1 may authorise 
scientific research projects to be carried out in such areas 
where such projects are not likely to upset the balance of the 
ecosystem. 

2) Flora reserve: an area where certain endemic plant 
species are given full protection. Any action which might lead 
to the destruction of the species in question is prohibited. The 
activities which are permitted or prohibited in such areas are 
specified in the instrument classifying the reserve. 

3) Protection forest: an area intended for the protection 
of 'é'cosystems which are fragile or of particular scientific 
intc: lEst. Any acti v i ty invol ving rEffioval of the resources of 
such a fore st for non-scientific purposes are prohibited in such 
areas. 

4) Recreational forest: a forest whose purpose is to create 
and/or maintain a leisure environment by reason of its appeal in 
terms of aesthetics, art, sport or heal th. AlI logging and 
hunting activities are prohibited. However, in order to improve 
the leisure environment, paths and open spaces may be created and 
tidying up operations are permitted in such forests. 

5) Teaching and research forest: a forest whose purpose is 
to allow practical work to be carried out by forestry students 
and scientific research projects by suitably authorised bodies. 
AlI logging activities, hunting or fishing other than for the 
purpose of teaching or research is prohibited in such forests. 

6) Production forest: an are a intended for the sustained and 
lasting production of timber or of any other forest product; user 
rights in connection with hunting, fishing and gathering are 
regulated in such areas. 

Translator's note: Administration chargée des forêts 
probably means the Ministry of Forests. 
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7) Reforestation area: an area which has been the subject 
of, or is intended for, reforestation and whose purpose is to 
produce forest products, and/or to protect a fragile ecosystem. 
User rights in connection with hunting, fishing and gathering are 
regulated in the light of the purpose assigned to the 
reforestation area in question. 

8) Botanic garden: an are a where indigenous or introduced 
plants are conserved and placed in association and afforded full 
protection for scientific, aesthetie or cultural purposes. 

9) Late fire: a fire lit at the height of the dry season. 

10) Early fire: a fire lit very early on at the start of the 
dry season in order to improve grazing land. 

11) Community forest: a forest forming part of the non
permanent forest, which is covered by a management agreement 
between a village communi ty and the Forests Administration. 
Management of such forests is the responsibility of the village 
eommunity concerned, with the help or technical assistance of the 
Forests Administration. 

12) Commu'nal forest [forêt communale]: a forest which, under 
Article 30(1) of the Law, has been officially clëssified for the 
bene fi t of thE commune in qUEstion or has beer. planted by i t OL 

a communal area. 

13) .Fragile ecology area: an area where at least 
resources, in particular water, soil, fauna or 
undergoing degradation or is likely to do so in the 
as a result of human activity or natural phenomena. 

one of the 
flora, is 
short term 

14) Closed area [Terrain mis en défens]: an area of degraded 
land, elosed to aIl human aetivity for a specified period of time 
in order to promote regeneration of trees on the land and restore 
land fertility. 

15) Managed forest: permanent forest which is managed in 
accordance with specifie objectives on the basis of a management 
plan such as the one set out in Article 23 of the Law. 

16) Communi ty forest management agreement: a contract 
whereby the Forests Administration entrusts part of the national 
forest to a community with a view to its management, conservation 
and use for the benefi t of that communi ty. The management 
agreement is accompanied by a basic management plan whieh sets 
out the activities to be undertaken. 

17) Commune: Any urban or rural commune, any urban 
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communi ty, any· urban district commune or other statutorily 
defined category of local administrative area. 

18) Buffer zone: an area which is subject to agro-silvo
pastoral management measures which are essential in order to 
settle the population and its activities. 

19) Piece of driftwood: a piece of wood without any apparent 
local marking which is found in the territorial waters of 
Cameroon. 

20) Forestry operating licence: a permit to sell felled 
timb€r, a forest concession, an operating permit or a personal 
felling permit, as the case may be. 

21) Natural product: a forest product as defined in Article 
9(1) of the Law. 

22) Forest products: the ligneous and non-ligneous vegetable 
products, and animal or fish resources or a forest. 

ARTICLE 4 (1) .The Minister of Forests shall entrust the carrying 
out of any studies or worK needed for the implementation of 
forestry policy to public boàies created for the purpose. 

However, he may, where necessary, entrust sorne of these 
activities to any natural or legal person deemed to be competent 
and duly approved in accordance wi th the provisions of this 
Decree. 

(2) Wh en carrying out studies or work which has been 
the subject of international tendering procedures, foreign 
consultancies must confer with recognised national authorities, 
where they existe 

ARTICLE 5 (1) When drawing up and implementing forestry policy, 
the Forests Administration shall consult and draw in the relevant 
local populations and trade associations in the forestry sector. 
In this context, the latter may take responsibility for certain 
activities in connection with forest development. 

(2) The activities undertaken by the partners mentioned 
above must be carried out duly respecting the forestry programmes 
and policies adopted by the Government. 
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TITLE II 
PROTECTION OF NATURE AND BIODlVERSITY 

ARTICLE 6 (1) Subject to paragraph (3) below, aIl late fires 
shall be prohibited . ..... 
~1f (2) Acting on a proposaI from the local technical 

officers of the Administrations concerned, the Préfets [regional 
administrators] shall regulate by means of a decree the 
conditions under which brushwood fires may be lit . 

. .1 ,. . 

'.. (3) Authorisation to light early fires in grazing areas 
shall be granted by the local administrative authori ty in 
accordance with the Préfet's decree referred to in paragraph (2) 
above. 

(4) Notwithstanding the administrative authorisation 
referred to in paragraph (3), any person lighting a fire must 
remain in the vicinity until the fire is completely out. Such 
person must also take all suitable measures to prevent the fire 
spreading beyond the area in question. 

ARTICLE 7 (1) As regards fire prevention, the local 
administrative authorities, the Forests Administration and the 
mayors of communes shall, with ~he help of village communities, 
set up surveillance teams and b~ushwood fire-fighting centres. 

(2) Where a fire has started in a forest range, the 
local administrative authority, assisted by the local Forests 
Administration official may, in accordance wi th current 
regulations, requisition any person or property in order to put 
out the fire. 

ARTICLE 8 (1) AIl brushwood fires shall be prohibi ted in 
permanent forests. However, in recreational forests, camp fires 
may be authorised on duly appointed sites. In such cases the 
persons lighting the fire shall be required to comply with the 
relevant regulations. 

(2) All managed forests must possess a surveillance and 
fire-fighting system. 

(3) In the case of any failure on the part of fore st 
owners or concession holders as regards fire prevention or fire 
fighting, the Forests Administration may order ~he work laid down 
in the management plans of in the terms of reference accompanying 
the operating licence to be carried out at the expense of the 
persons concerned. 
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ARTICLE 9 (1) Clearing of a forêt domaniale may only be 
authorised after the forest in qu-estion has been declassified in 
the public interest and pfter an environmental impact assessment, 
carried out by the applicant in accordance with the rules laid 
down by the Environment Administration, has been submitted. 

(2) Where the impact assessment referred to in 
paragraph (1) above concludes in favour of clearing, the Minister 
of Forests shall initiate the procedure for complete or partial 
declassification of the forest, as provided for in Articles 22 
and 23 below. 

(3) Declassification may not take place where clearing 
is likely to: 

(a) prevent the needs of local people for forest 
products from being satisfied; 

(b) threaten the survi val of persons li vipg on the 
forest edge whose way of life is linked to the forest 
concernedi 

(c) ~pset the ecological balance; 

(d) hinder national defence requirements. 

ARTICLE 10 (1) In order to promote forest regeneration and/or 
restore the fertility of degraded land, certain areas may be 
closed to human activity or declared fragile ecology areas. 

(2) Closed areas or areas with a fragile ecology shall 
be declared as such by decree of the Governor of the province 
concerned, on the basis of a dossier prepared by the provincial 
Environment Administration official and containing: 

(a) the minutes of a consultation meeting between the 
local people and the Administrations concerned; 

(b) an action plan drawn up on the basis of the 
conclusions of the above minutes. 

ARTICLE 11 - The Forests Administration, assisted by the communes 
and local people concerned, shall be responsible for implementing 
the stipulations of the action plan provided for in Article 10 
above. 
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ARTICLE 12 (1) In order to create or maintain tree cover in urban 
areas at a density which complies with legal requirements, no 
tree on public property may be felled or cut back without the 
prior authorisation of the mayor of the urban commune in 
question. 

That authorisation may only be granted in the public 
interest or where the tree in question could pose a danger, 
following an opinion from the local Forests Administration 
official. 

(2) The felling or cutting back of trees in urban areas 
may only take place upon payrnent to the commune concerned, by the 
person applying for authorisation, of the estimated value of the 
loss envisaged. 

ARTICLE 13 (1) Management of the genetic resources of forests 
shall be the responsibility of the Forestry, Fauna and 
Environrnent Administrations, with the assistance of the 
Scientific Research Administration. 

(2) Collection of samples of genetic material for 
scientific or cultural purposes shall be conditional upon 
obtaining a permit from the Minister of Forests, following an 
opinion of the Minister of Scientific Research, and ur::~n the 
prio~ constitution of reference stock by the applicant at the 
National Herbarium of Carneroon. 

(3) On importation or exportation, genetic forest 
material" collected for scientific or cultural purposes shall 
require a certificate of origin and an import or export licence 
issued by the Minister of Forests, after obtaining the opinion 
of the Minister of Scientific Research. 

ARTICLE 14 (1) The results of scientific research obtained from 
samples of genetic material collected in accordance with Article 
13 of this Decree shall be made available to the Administrations 
concerned on an on-going basis. 

(2) Bio-ethnological studies must also be carried out 
where such results are positive. 

(3) The procedure for applying this Article shall be 
laid down in separate instruments. 

ARTICLE 15 (1) A certificate of origin attesting to provenance, 
compliance with regulations and destination shall accompany aIl 
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forest products on importation or exportation. 

However, importation or- exportation of certain forest 
products appearing on a list drawn up by the Minister of Forests 
may require a licence issued by the Forests Administration. 

The procedure for issuing such licences shall be laid 
down by decree of the Minister of Forests. 

(2) The certificate of origin or the export licence for 
forest products intended for export shall be issued by the 
Forests Administration after inspection of the products 
concerned. 

ARTICLE 16 - The conditions relating to arrangements for the 
prevention of, and the fight against, disease and insects 
threatening forest stands or species shall be laid down by decree 
of the Minister of Forests. 

TITLE III 
NATIONAL FORESTS 

CH..ù..PT2R l 
PERMANENT FORESTS 

ARTICLE 17 The classification of a forêt domaniale or a 
communal fore st shall be approved by decree of the Prime 
Minister, Head of Government, on presentation by the Minister of 
Forests of a dossier containing the following documents: 

(1) a location plan describing the boundaries of the 
forest in question, together with a map to a scale of 
1: 200, 000 and a copy of the land use plan for the 
region in question, where such a plan exists; 

(2) a technical memorandum stating the purpose(s) of 
the classification and the user rights applicable to 
the forest in question pursuant to Article 3 above; 

(3) the report of the meeting of the Committee 
provided for in Article 19 below; 

(4) an application from the commune concerned in the 
case of a forest to be classified for the benefit of 
a commune. 

ARTICLE 18 (1) In regions possessing a land use plan, the 
classification of a forêt domaniale or a communal forest shall 
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be preceded by a period of thirty (30) days,during which the 
Minister of Forests shall inform the local people concerned about 
the planned classification by means of a notice. 

(2) In regions not possessing a land use plan, the 
period of notice provided for in paragraph (1) above shall be 
ninety (90) days in order to allow the local people in question 
time to enter reservations or claims with the competent 
administrative officiaIs. At the end of such period, any further 
objections shall be inadmissible. 

(3) The notice referred to in paragraph (1) above shall 
be made public through the press and by posting i t in the 
préfectures and sous-préfectures [regional administrative 
headquartersJ, town halls and Forests Administration offices, and 
by notification to the traditional leaders of the communities 
concerned. 

ARTICLE 19 (1) A Commi ttee, hereinafter referred to as the 
"Commi ttee" is hereby set up for each département; i ts duties 
shall be: 

to examine and deli ver an opinion on any 
reservations or clêims entered by local people or by 
any interested person when a forest classification cr 
declassification ~rocedure is under way; 

- to evaluate any property due to be expropriated and 
. to draw up the relevant document. 

(2) The procedure for expropriation shall comply with 
the rules in force. 

ARTICLE 20 (1) The Committee referred to in Article 19 above 
shall be composed as follows: 

Chairman: - the Préfet or his representative; 

Rapporteur:- the local representative of the Ministry of 
Forests; 

Members: - the local representative of the Ministry 
of Tourism; 

- the local representative of the ~nistère 
chargé des ,domaines; 

- the local representative of the Ministry of the 
Environment; 

- the local representative of the Ministry of 
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Stock Rearing; 
- the local representative of the Ministry of 

Agriculture; 
- the local representative of the Ministry of 

Mines; 
- the local representative of the public body 

responsible for development; 
- the députées) [National Assembly member(s)]for 

the département; 
- the mayors of the communes concerned or their 
representatives; 

- the traditional local authorities. 

(2) The Committee shall meet as and where decided by 
its Chairman no later than thirty (30) days after the expiry of 
the period of notice referred to in Article 18 above. 

(3) The Chairman of the Committee shall forward the 
complete dossier to the Minister of Forests, accompanied by the 
Committee's reasoned opinion. 

ARTICLE 21 - Forêt! domaniales and communal forests shall be 
identifies and demarcated i~ accordance with the conditions ~~id 

down jointly by the Minister of Forests and the Ministr8 des 
domaines, and the boundaries shall be marked out in accordance • 
with current land legislation with a view to their registration 
and entry in the land register, at the expense of the 
beneficiary. 

ARTICLE 22 (1) Under Article 28(2) of the Law, a forêt domaniale 
may only be declassified in whole or in part following the 
classification of another forest of the same class and equivalent 
area in the same ecological zone. 

(2) Declassification of a forêt domaniale outside the 
private ownership of the State may only be done for public 
purposes and following an environmental impact assessment carried 
out by the applicant in accordance with the rules laid down by 
the Environment Administration. 

Declassification in this way shall cause the forest 
concerned to be assigned to the recipient public authority, which 
shall become responsible for it. 

(3) Following declassification, the land in question 
shall be managed in accordance with the current planning 
regulations. 

10 
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ARTICLE 23 (1) A reasoned application for declassification of a 
forêt domaniale, accompanied by a dossier setting out the planned 
investment, shall be submitted by the applicant to the Forests 
Administration's representative for the département, who shall 
forward it to the Committee provided for in Articles 19 and 20 
for an opinion and completion of the procedure. 

(2) In the case of a favourable opinion by the 
Committee, the applicant shall undertake an assessment to 
determine the environmental impact of the planned investment and 
the extent and value of the property for which compensation is 
to be paid, as provided for under the regulations in- force. 

(3) Where the impact assessment referred to in 
paragraph (2) above concludes in favour of declassification, the 
Minister of Forests shall initiate the procedure for 
declassification of the forest in whole or in part, as provided 
for in Article 24 below. 

(4) Wi thin thirty (30) days of the meeting of the 
Committee provided for in Article 19 above, the beneficiary of 
the declassification shall pay to the Trésor public [State 
financial accounting authority) the amount of compensation as 
evaluated by the assessment provided for in paragraph (2) above. 

1!le allocation of this amount shall be governed by a 
separate ifi5trument issued by the Minister cf Forests. 

ARTICLE 24 (1) A forêt domaniale shall be declassified according 
to the procedure set out in Articles 18 and 19 above. This shall 
be sanctioned by decree of the Prime Minister, Head of 
Government, on submission by the Minister of Forests of a dossier 
containing: 

(a) a detailed report on the aims of declassification; 

(b) a location plan describing the boundaries of the 
forest or portion thereof to be declassified, together 
with a map to a scale of 1:200,000; 

(c) the report of the Committee provided for in 
Article 19 above; 

(d) a receipt from the Trésor public attesting to 
payment of the compensation provided for in Article 23 
above; 

(e) a description of the area to be classified 
instead, pursuant to Article 22 above; 
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(f) where appropriate, the report on the assessment 
provided for in Article 23(2) above, in addition to a 
receipt for payment of the compensation to the Trésor 
public or commune concerned. 

(2) In the case of partial declassification, the forest 
shall be demarcated afresh and the boundaries 
remarked, as provided for in Article 21 above, and the 
original land title deed shall be altered. 

CHAPTER II 
NON-PERMANENT FORESTS 

SECTION l 
NATIONAL FORESTS 

ARTICLE 25 (1) National forests shall be governed by protective 
development rules wi th regard to the production of forest 
products. 

. 
(2) The Minister of Forests shall establish by decree, 

and in consultation with the other competent Ministers, operating 
standards for activities in the forests referred to in paragraph 
(1) above. 

(3) National forests may be used for purposes other 
th an forestry, in which case, forest products on such land shall 
be retrieved before the land is developed. 

ARTICLE 26 (1) In national forests, people living on the forest 
edge shall retain their user rights, namely their right to carry 
out their tradi tional acti vi ties in those forests, such as 
gathering secondary fore st products, notably raffia, palm, 
bamboo, rattan, food products and firewood. 

(2) In order to meet their domestic needs, inter alia 
for firewood and construction timber, people living adjacent to 
the areas concerned may fell the number of trees to meet their 
needs. They shall be required to justify the use of such trees 
at forest inspections. They shall not be permitted to market or 
exchange the timber from such trees. 

(3) These user rights shall be maintained in national 
forests wi th the exception of closed areas and areas where 
regulations have been adopted by the Minister of Forests, or the 
Minister of Mines in accordance with the regulations governing 
quarries. 

(4) The extraction of sand, gravel or laterite within 
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national forests shall be carried out in accordance with the 
regulations governing quarries, and following an opinion from the 
Forests Administration and submission of an environmental impact 
assessment by the applicant in accordance with the rules laid 
down by the Environment Administration. 

SECTION II 
COMMUNITY FORESTS 

ARTICLE 27 (l) The Forests Administration shall provide the 
communities concerned with free technical assistance, in 
accordance with current legislation, in drawing up and following 
through management agreements in respect of community forests. 

(2) Forests which may be the subject of a community 
management agreement shall be those situated near or on the edge 
of one or more communi ties, where the inhabi tants of those 
communities carry on activities. 

(3) Any forest likely to acquire communi ty forest 
status shall be given in preference to the nearest adjacent 
community. 

liihe re a forest bo:::-èers on several communi ties i t Inêy 
be subjer: ta a joint manêçerent agreement. 

The 
appropriate: 

management êgreement shall be signed, 

(a) by the Préfet if the forest in question cornes 
under the département; 

(b) by the Governor if the forest concerned spans two 
départements of the province; 

(c) by the Minister of Forests if the forest concerned 
spans two provinces. 

(4) The maximum are a of a community forest must not 
€xceed 5,000 ha. 

(5) The area in question must not be covered by any 
forestry operating licences. 

ARTICLE 28 (1) Any community wishing to manage a community fore st 
must hold a consul tation meeting wi th all sections of the 
community concerned in order to appoint a management officer and 
to lay down the objectives and boundaries of the said forest. 
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the local 
technical 

(2) The minutës of that meeting shall be signed at the 
session by all those present. 

(3) The cornmunity concerned must have legal penit y concerned m 
in the form of an entity provided for under the law in force. 

ARTICLE 29 (1) The application dossier for a community forest 
shall contain the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application setting out the objectives 
assigned to the forest concernedi 

(b) a plan showing the location of the forest 
concernedi 

(c) documents giving the name of the .community 
concerned and the address of the appointed manager; 

(d) 3 description of the activities previously carried 
on in the area of Lh~ Îorest concerned; 

(el the curriculum vitae of the person responsible for 
forestry activities; 

(f) the minutes of the meeting provided for in Article 
27 (sic) above. 

(2) The application dossier for a community forest 
shall be lodged with the local Forests Administration official, 
who shall forward it within not more than fifteen (15) days, 
together with a reasoned opinion, to the competent authority for 
a decision in accordance with Article 27 above. 

In the event of a favourable opinion, the local Forests 
Administration official shall assist the community in drawing up 
a basic management plan for the forest in question. The 
preparatory work prior to drawing up thatory work prior to drawing up 
in particular the inventories, shall be the responsibility of the 
community concerned. 

In the event of an unfavourable op~n~on, the competent 
administrative authority shall return the application to the 
co~~unity concerned stating the reasons for the rejection. 
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ARTICLE 30 (j) The local Forests Administration official shall 
forward the basic management plan, signed by the appointed 
community officer, to the competent administrative authority for 
signature, accompanied by a draft management agreement for the 
forest concerned. 

(2) The management agreement shall take effect from the 
date of notification of the said agreement by the local 
representative of the Forests Administration to the community 
concerned, and within fifteen (15) days at the latest. 

(3) A management agreement for a cornmunity forest shall 
have the same period of validity as the basic management plan for 
the forest concerned. It shall be reviewed at least once every 
five (5) years. 

It shall be renewable upon expiry if the Community has 
complied with the undertakings given therein. 

ARTICLE 31 (1) The activities set out in the basic management 
plan and carried out by the communi ty concerned shall be 
monitored by the local Forests Administration. The latter may 
at any time suspend the carrying out of any activities in the 
forest in question where the community has faileà to comply with 
the stipulaticn~ of the basic management plan, ir. accordance with 
the provision~ of the manageme~t agreement. 

(2) Jo" model management agreement for cOITlnmni ty forests 
shall be adopted by decree of the Minister of Forests. 

ARTICLE 32 (1) The conditions governing the exercise of user 
rights in a cornmunity forest, inter alia in respect of grazing, 
collection of dead wood, hunting and/or fishing, must comply with 
the stipulations of the basic management plan for that forest. 

(2) Surveillance in a cornmunity forest shall be carried 
out by the co~munity concerned. 

(3) In cases of breaches of the management rules for 
a community forest, any public action against the perpetrators 
of such breaches shall be at the instigation of the Forests 
Administration. It may be appraised of the matter by the 
relevant community officer. 

SECTION III 
PRIVATE FORESTS 

ARTICLE 33 (1) The dossier relating to technical support for a 
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private forest shall contain the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application setting out the objectives 
assigned to the fore st in question; 

(b) a plan showing the location of the forest on the 
land registry scale, duly endorsed by the relevant 
authorities; 

(c) a description of the activities previously carried 
on within the forest concernedi 

(d) a legalised undertaking to pay the costs of the 
technical support; 

(2) The application for technical support shall be sent 
to the local Forests Administration official, who shall forward 
it together with a reasoned opinion to the provincial 
representative of the Minister of Forests for approval. 

(3) In the case of approval, the individual "concerned 
shall draw up the management plan for the forest in question with 
the help of the local Forests Administration official. 

The prepared basic management plan shall be ap;~~oved 

by the provincial representative of the Minister of Forests 
within thirty (30) days of the plan being forwarded. At the end 
of that period the plan shall be deemed to be approved. 

(4) The cost of technical support shall be borne by the 
recipient. It shall be established by the law governing state 
finances. 

ARTICLE 34 (1) The local Forests Administration shall monitor the 
implementation of the basic management plan for a private forest. 

(2) Where the individual concerned fails to comply with 
the requirements of the plan, the F.orests Administration may 
suspend the technical support which he is receiving. 

TITLE IV 
FOREST INVENTORY AND MANAGEMENT 

CHAPTER l 
APPROVAL 

~qTICLE 35 (1) Any natural or legal person wishing to pursue a 
forestry activity for profitable and commercial purposes must be 
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approved in one of the following fields: 

- forest inventories; 

- forest usei 

- silviculture. 

(2) Any natural or legal person wishing to be approved 
to operate in one of the fields referred to in paragraph (1) 
above must reside in Cameroon and provide evidence of technical 
knowledge in the relevant field. 

(3) This Article shall not apply to the following: 

(a) the public body referred to in Article 64 of the 
Lawi 

(b) holders of personal felling permitsi 

(c) owners of private forestsi 

(d) communities exercising user rights. 

AFTICLE 36 (1) F.I=prcval to carry on one of the éctivities 
rEfE~red to in Article 35 ab ove shéll be given, following an 
oI=inion by a Technicél Approval COITJT\ittee, hereinafter referred 
to as the "Technicôl Committee", by de cree of the Minister of 
Forests as regards silviculture and forest inventories, and by 
delegation from the Prime Minister, Head of Government, as 
regards forest use. 

(2) Approval shall be given following an opinion from 
the Technical Committee on the basis of an application dossier 
containing the following documents: 

A - for individuals: 

a stamped application giving the full name, 
nationality, occupation and address of the applicanti 

a curriculum vitae indicating experience and 
professional qualifications; 

- an extract from the police record less than three 
(3) months old; 

- statistical and trade register numbers. 
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B - for legal persons: 

- a starnped application giving the company's narne and 
addressi 

- a copy of the company's statutes; 

- statistical and trade register numbers; 

- an extract from the manager' s police record less 
than three (3) months old; 

the curriculum vitae of the manager or forestry 
officer, indicating in particular his technical and 
professional qualifications; 

- the current and previous activities of the company; 

- a statement to the effect that national insurance 
contributions have been properly paid. 

C - in both cases: 

- the proposed area of activity; 

- evidence of the technical qual i f ica tions of the 
applicant in the case of an individual, or of the 
forestry officer in the case of a legal person; 

- a tax certificate; 

- a tax statementi 

- a receipt relating te the payment of the application 
fee, the amount of which shall be laid down in 
accordance with the law on State finances. 

ARTICLE 37 (1) Approval shall recognise the professional skills 
of the recipient in the field in which he is authorised to 
operate. 

(2) It shall be granted on a strictly individual basis. 
As such, it may not be leased, transferred or otherwise dispesed 
of. 

(3) It shall 
Administration to grant 
licence. 

not 
the 

involve any 
recipient a 

18 

obligation on the 
forestry operating 



STS 994/95 

ARTICLE 38 (1) The Technical Cornmi ttee shall be composed as 
follows: 

CHAIRMAN: - the representative of the Minister of Forests. 

MEMBERS: - the representative of the Minister of Industrial and 
Commercial Development; 

- the Director of Forests; 

- the Director of Environment; 

- the Director of Fauna and Protected Areas; 

- the Director General of the National Office for the 
Development of Forests, or his representative; 

the Head of the Legal Affairs Di vision at the 
Ministry of Forests; 

a representative from each association or union 
within the forestry profession; 

two 
charçe 

o:ficials from the 
cf invento.::-y and 

Forests Directorate, in 
forest management and of 

forest UEe and act~~ities, respectively. 

(2) The Chairman 0: the Technical Commi ttee may calI 
upon any person of his choosing to take part in the work of the 
Cornmittee, without being entitled to vote. 

(3) The Forests Directorate shall report on issues 
which appear on the agenda and provide secretarial services for 
the work. 

(4) The duties of the Chairman and mernbers of the 
Technical Committee shall not be remunerated. 

ARTICLE 39(1) The Technical Committee shall meet as necessary and 
at least twice a year, when convened by its Chairrnan, at the 
place and time which he sets. 

(2) Meetings and decisions of the Technical Cornrnittee 
shall be valid only if at least two thirds (2/3) of its mernbers, 
including the Chairman, are present. 

If this quorum is not achieved the meeting shall be 
postponed for forty-eight (48) hours; on that occasion, the 
Technical Cornrnittee may meet and decide validly irrespective of 
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the nurnber of members present. 

(3) Decisions of the 'Technical Committee shall be 
adopted by a simple majority of votes. Where the vote is equally 
divided the Chairman shall have the casting vote. 

ARTICLE 40(1) The Technical Committee shall discuss the technical 
and professional skills and the financial and economic capacity 
of the applicant in the relevant field. 

(2) Its opinion may be: 

(a) favourable, where the applicant meets the 
regulatory criteriai 

(b) favourable but conditional, where additional 
information is required. In such cases the applicant 
shall have three (3) months from the notification of 
the opinion in which to supply the additional 
information. When this time-limit has expired, 
without any additional information being supplied, the 
opinion of the Technical CO~IDittee shall ce35~ to be 
favourable; 

(c) deferred, where the technical or professional 
skills, or the financial or economic capacity of the 
applicant are regarded as insufficient. In such cases 
the applicant shall have three (3) months from the 
notification of the opinion in which to add to his 
application before resubmitting iti 

(d) unfavourable, where the applicant does not meet 
the regulatory criteria. 

(3) The minutes of each meeting of the Technical 
Committee shall be signed by the Chairman and the members. 

CHAPTER II 
FOREST INVENTORY 

ARTICLE 41(1) A forest inventory shall consist of an evaluation 
of forestry resources in order to make plans for their 
management. 

(2) Based on the objectives pursued in the forest 
concerned, there shall be: 

- forest management inventoriesi 
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- forest use inventories. 

(3)The Minister of Forests may, as necessary, create 
other types of forest inventories by decree and define their 
objectives. 

(4) The various types of forest inventories shall be 
drawn up according to the rules laid down by the Minister of 
Forests. 

ARTICLE 42 A fore st management inventory shall consist of a 
quantitative and qualitative evaluation of the potential of the 
stands comprising a particular area of forest for the purposes 
of the rational management of resources as a whole. 

ARTICLE 43(1) A forest use inventory shall, with regard to a 
specifie geographical area, consist of an exhaustive listing of 
all the commercial species, in accordance with the rules laid 
down by the Minister of Forests. 

(2) The minimum usable diameters of the species 
referred to in paragraph (1) above shall be laid down by the 
Minister of Forests. 

CHF.PTER III 
FOREST MANAGEMENT 

ARTICLE 44(1} Under Article 64 of the Law: 

(a) Forest management shall come under the Minister of 
Forests. He shall exercise it through a public body. 

(b) The Minister of Forests may subcontract certain 
management acti vi ties to pri vate or communi ty 
organisations. 

(2) The conditions for subcontracting management work 
under Article 64(1) of the Law and the provisions of this Decree 
shall be laid down by order of the Minister of Forests. 

(3) The Minister of Forests shall supervise the 
execution of management work entrusted to the public body and to 
private or community organisations. 

(4) The title, organisation and terms of reference of 
the public body referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) above shall 
be laid down in a separate instrument. 
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ARTICLE 45 - On the basis of the results of a forest management 
inventory, the Minister of Forests shall lay down a management 
plan for each permanent forest, ,sètting out in particular the 
purpose assigned to that forest, the infrastructure required, the 
terms and methods for use or conservation, the regeneration 
programmes, the estimated costs relating thereto, and the 
frequency with which the plan shall be reviewed. 

ARTICLE 46 - (1) The management of permanent production forests 
shall be done on the basis of forest management units, which 
shall be defined by the Forests Administration. 

(2) The management plan for a forest management unit 
shall specify the annual available timber harvest for that unit. 

(3) The annual available timber harvest shall relate 
to the annual maximum usable surface are a and/or the maximum 
volume of forest products likely to be derived annually from a 
particular forest management unit without reducing the productive 
capacity of the forest environment. 

On no account shall the amount of forest products 
exceed the ann~131 available tih_~er harvest. 

(4) Every holder of an operating licence shall be • 
required to observe the stipulations of the management plan for 
the forest management unit concerned, in accordance with the 
contractual terms of the licence, subject to the penalties set 
out in the Law and/or in this Decree. 

(5) Where a forestry operating licence relates to 
several adjacent fore st management units, those units may be 
combined into one large unit, to which a single management plan 
shall apply. 

ARTICLE 47 (1) In order to ensure the protection and conservation 
of certain forêts domaniales, such forests may be protected by 
a so-called "buffer zone". 

(2) Within a buffer zone the activities of the 
population, in particular agriculture, stock rearing, hunting, 
collecting firewood and any other authorised user rights shall 
be exercised according to a rural management plan, drawn up with 
the help of the Administrations responsible for rural and 
territorial development (Administrations chargées du 
développement rural et de l'aménagement du territoire). 

(3 ) The management of buffer zones shall, as 
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appropriate, be the responsibility of either the communes or the 
village communities concerned. 

ARTICLE 48 The implementation of the management plan for a 
communal forest, duly approved by the Minister of Forests, shall 
be the responsibili ty of the commune concerned, which shall 
secure for these purposes the services of appropriately qualified 
staff. 

ARTICLE 49 (1) The Forests Administration shall follow up and 
monitor the implementation of the management plans for permanent 
forests. 

(2) It may, in the event of communes or the recipients 
of forestry concessions defaulting, arrange for the necessary 
management work to be carried out at their expense by other 
competent persons. 

(3) It may also suspend implementation of work which 
does not comply with the stipulations of the plans, following due 
notification of an enforcement notice which has not been complied 
with within the stated time limit. 

'TJ 'J.-LE V 
US:~ Gl: FORESTS 

ARTICLE 50 (1) The use of any forest shall be subject to a forest 
use inventory, the cost of which shall be borne by the holder of 
the forestry operating licence. 

(2) Where forest use inventories are carried out by the 
licence holders, the results shall be checked and approved by the 
Forests Administration. 

ARTICLE 51 (1) The use of forestry resources shall be planned on 
a five-yearly basis. 

(2) The Forests Administration shall open up those 
areas of forest which are to be used by issuing a public 
invitation to tender, which shall specify their locations, their 
boundaries, their areas, their usable potential and the proposed 
social provision, following consultations with the communities 
concerned. 

(3 ) 
paragraph (2) 

The public invitation to tender provided for in 
above Ehall be published in the press, through 
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posters or by any other appropriate means, within the 
administrative units and the departments of the Forests 
Administration for a continuous period of forty-five (45) days. 

CHAPTER l 
THE USE OF PERMANENT FORESTS 

SECTION l 
THE USE OF FORETS DOMANIALES 

ARTICLE 52 (1) The use of forêts domaniales shall be either by 
permits to sell felled timber, or by a forest use agreement or, 
as an exception, under state control. 

(2) Permits to sell felled timber or forest use 
agreements may only be granted to natural or le~al pers ons who 
have prior approval to use the forest. 

PARAGRAPH l 
USE UNDER STATE CONTROL 

ARTICLE 53 (1) Under Article 44 of the Law, a production forêt 
domaniale shall be used under state control only where the 
removal of the products so requires, in the case of felling to 
salvage forest products or of an experimental project, or as part 
of forest improvement work under the management plan. 

(2) Use of a production forêt domaniale under state 
control shall be ordered by the Minister of Forests, who may, 
where appropriate, subcontract it in accordance with the 
management plan for that forest. 

ARTICLE 54 (1) Where the use of a forest management unit under 
state control is subcontracted, the Forests Administration may 
issue a limited calI for tenders in order to select a developer 
who is a national of Cameroon. 

(2) A developer wishing to bid for a subcontract must 
be approved to use the fore st in accordance with this Decree. 

ARTICLE 55 (1) Where a production forêt domaniale is used under 
state control, the forest products used shall be sold at public 
auction. In such cases the sale shall be the subject of a notice 
of sale to be published in the press, on posters or by any other 
appropriate means thirty (30) days before the date set for the 
auction. 

(2) The notice of sale provided for in paragraph (1) 
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above shall indicate the place and date of the sale and the 
species and amounts to be solde 

It shall be publicly displayed in the administrative 
units and town halls of the areas concerned and in the central 
offices of the Forests Administration. 

ARTICLE 56 (1) Forest products referred to in Article 55 above 
shall be sold at the place and on the date indicated in the 
notice of sale, by a Sale Committee made up as follows: 

- the Préfet of the département 
concerned or his representative ......... Chairman 

- the département representative 
of the Minister of Forests ............. rapporteur 

- the land office official having 
local jurisdiction ....................•. mernber 

(2) The record of the public auction shall be drawn up 
forthwith and signed by aIl participants. 

(3) After the products have been auctioned, the 
purchaser must pay the éuction price together with the current 
fee forthwith. 

PARAGRAPH II 
PERMITS Ta SELL FELLED TIMBER 

ARTICLE 57 (1) Permi ts to sell felled timber from a forêt 
domaniale may only be issued to natural persons of Cameroon 
nationality, or to companies in which such natural persons hold 
aIl the capital or voting rights, save as otherwise provided by 
the Law. 

(2) Any issue of permits to sell felled tirnber from a 
forêt domaniale shall be preceded by a public invi tation to 
tender as provided for in Article 51 above. 

ARTICLE 58 (1) Permits to sell felled timber shall be issued by 
order of the Minister of Forests, acting on an opinion from an 
interministerial committee, and following the. public invitation 
to tender procedure provided for in Article 51 above. 

(2) The interministerial committee shall sift and 
classify the most appropriate tenderers on the basis of the 

25 

-- - ~ 
~ ~ 

~~~~ - ~~~~-~;~?~-



STS 994/95 

following criteria, taking into account the minimum thresholds 
laid down beforehand by the Minister of Forests in the invitation 
to tender: 

- planned investmenti 

financial 
performancei . 

capacity, including guarantees 

- technical and professional capacitYi 

- fulfilment of previous commitments, if any. 

of 

(3) From the li st of tenderers drawn up in accordance 
with paragraph (2) above, the Committee shall select the tenderer 
offering the highest forest fees in relation to area, the ceiling 
for which shall be laid down in the Finance Law . 

(4) Where two or more tenderers submit tenders of the 
same amount, the permit to sell felled timber shall be issued on 
the basis of the weighting coefficients ascribed by the Minister 
of Forests to the criteria listed in paragraph (2) abbve. 

~~TICLE 59 (1) Every person tendering for a permit to sell felled 
t~dber must, before the expiry of the time-limit laid down in 

• 

Article 51 above, lodge with the Ministry of Forests, with • 
acknowledgement of receipt, a complete dossier comprising ten 
(10) copies (one original and nine certified copies) of a 
technical and administrative tender, and a financial tender. 

(2) the envelope containing the technical and 
administrative tender must enclose the following: 

(a) a stamped application stating: 

- the full names, nationality, occupation and 
address of the applicant, in the case of a 
natural personi 

the company' s name and the address of the 
registered office, and the name of the Director 
and a list of partners, in the case of a legal 
person; 

(b) five (5) copies of a forest map on a scale 
1:200,000 of the zone concerned, showing the position, 
boundaries and are a of the portion of forest applied 
for. The map must be certified, either by the State 
Land Registry or by an approved professional surveyori 
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(c) a certified copy of the deed of approvali 

(d) a tax certificatei 

(e) a copy of the police record of the applicant, in 
the case of a natural person, or of the Director in 
the case of a legal person, not more than three months 
oldi 

(f) a declaration on oath as provided in Article 65(1) 
belowi 

(g) guarantees of funding; 

(h) where appropriate, a list of the equipment and 
tools available for forestry and/or processingi 

(i) proposals regarding environmental protection; 

(j) where appropriate, the certificat(s) de 
recollement1 and certification that the various forest 
dues have been paid in respect of any previously 
issued forestry operating licence; 

(k) a receipt relating to the payment of the 
application fee, thE: amount of which shall be laid 
down in accordance wIth the law on ~tate finances. 

(3) The sealed envelope with the financial tender shall 
contain an indication of the additional price which the tenderer 
proposes "to pay over and above the ceiling rate of the annual 
forest fee provided for in Article 66(1) of the Law, as specified 
by the Finance Law. 

ARTICLE 60 (1) Signature of the order issuing a permit to sell 
felled timber shall be subj ect to submission of a document 
certifying that the deposit provided for in Article 69 of the Law 
has been lodged with the Trésor Public. 

(2) The deposit referred to in paragraph (I) above must 
be lodged within forty-five (45) da ys of the date on which the 
tenderer is notified that he has been selected. 

(3) If the time-limit provided for in paragraph (2) 
above has expired and evidence that the deposit has been lodged 
has not been supplied, selection of the tenderer shall 

lSee Article 73(1). No translation has been found. 

27 



STS 994/95 

automatically become void. 

In such cases, the permit to sell felled timber 
concerned shall again be open to the public invitation to tender 
procedure and the period of notice to the public shall be reduced 
to fifteen (15) days. 

PARAGRAPH III 
OPERATING AGREEMENTS 

ARTICLE 61 (1) Under Article 46 of the Law, an operating 
agreement is a contract which confers on its possessor the right 
to remove from a forest concession sufficient timber to supply 
the long-term requirements of its local wood-processing 
industry(industries) . 

(2) The contract must be preceded by a provisional 
operating agreement, the length of which is specified in Article 
66 below. 

ARTICLE 62 (1) Under Article 47 of the Law, a forest concession 
is the are a to which a forestry operating agreement applies. Its 
boundaries shall be fixed by the Forests Administration taking 
into account the following: 

- the timber requirements of the local wood-processing 
industry; 

the annual felling potential of the forest 
management unit to which the concession applies, 
calculated on the basis of the average volume per 
hectare of the species in current trade. 

(2) The possessor of an operating agreement must not 
in any event object to the use of products not listed in his 
terms of reference in the manner stipulated in those terms of 
reference. 

(3) Under Article 48 of the Law, the Minister of 
Forests shall state each year the number and location of forest 
concessions exclusively reserved for natural persons of Cameroon 
nationali ty or companies in which such persons hold aIl the 
capital or voting rights. 

A. THE ALLOCATION OF A FOREST CONCESSION 

ARTICLE 63 Every allocation of a forest concession shall be 
preceded by a public invitation to tender, as provided for in 
Article 51 above. 
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ARTICLE 64 (1) Forest concessions shall be allocated after the 
opinion of an interministerial committee has been obtained, and 
following the public invitation to tender procedure provided for 
in Article 63 above. 

(2) The interministerial commi ttee shall sift and 
classify the most appropriate tenderers on the basis of the 
following criteria, taking into account the minimum thresholds 
laid down beforehand by the Minister of Forests in the invitation 
to tender: 

- planned investment; 

financial 
performance; 

capacity, including 

- technical and professional capacity; 

guarantees of 

- fulfilment of previous commitments, if any, in the 
same field. 

(3) From the list of tenderers drawn up in accordance 
with paragraph (2) above, the Committee shall select the tenderer 
offering the highest forest fees in relation to area, the ceiling 
for which shall be laid down in the Finance Law . 

(4) Where t~o or more tenderers submit ten~Ers of the 
SéIDE éIDount, a prov:sional concession shall be alloccted on the 
basis of the weighting coefficients ascribed by the Minister of 
Forests to the criteria listed in paragraph (2) above. 

ARTICLE 65 Every person tendering for a fore st concession must, 
before the expiry of the time-limi t laid down in Article 51 
above, lodge with the Ministry of Forests,with acknowledgement 
of receipt, a complete dossier comprising ten (10) copies (one 
original and nine certified copies) of the following: 

.-- - -- '::",---

(a) a stamped application stating: 

- the full name, nationality, 
address of the applicant, :i,.n 
natural person; 

occupa tion and 
the case of a 

the company' s name and the address of the 
registered office, the name of the Director and 
a list of partners, in the case of a legal 
person; 

(b) a certificate 
natural person, or 

of residence in the case of a 
an authenticated copy of the 
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company statutes of the company and the powers of the 
signatory of the application, in the case of a legal 
person; 

(c) five (5) copies of a forest map on a scale 
1:200,000, showing the position, boundaries and are a 
of the portion of forest applied for. The map must be 
certified, either by the State Land Registry or by an 
approved professional surveyori 

(d) a certified copy of the deed of approvali 

(e) a tax certificate; 

(f) a copy of the impression of the applicant's forest 
hammer as lodged at the registry of the Court of 
Appeal having territorial jurisdiction; the copy must 
contain a facsimile of the impression; 

(g) a copy of the police record of the appljcant, in 
the case of a natural person, or of the Director in 
the case of a legal person, not more than three months 
old, together with the curriculum vitae of the 
Director; 

(h) an investment plan describing the operating 
programme, the equipment which is available or is 
intended to be used, the stability of the industrial 
establishments in place or scheduled, estimated 
production by year and by category of product, the 
composi tion of the workforce and the programme for 
training iti 

(i) guarantees of funding; 

(j) proposaIs regarding environmental protectioni 

(k) a declaration on oath, made on stamped paper and 
specifying that the applicant: 

will cooperate with the Forests Administration 
during the inspection of his felling areas and 
factories, and in particular that he undertakes to 
sign aIl the inspection books and that he will grant 
free access to officiaIs who have been entrusted with 
such duties; 

- is familiar with the fore st laws and/or regulations 
in force and undertakes to observe themi 
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- will comply strictly with the investment plan, the 
programme for recruiting and training the workforce, 
and the stipulations of his terms of referencei 

(1) where appropriate, a partnership agreement with an 
industrialist of his choosing, in the case of persons 
of Cameroon nationalitYi 

(m) an industrial and/or financial partnership 
agreement with an operator of Cameroon nationality who 
is the holder of a forest concession, either 
individually or in a company in which the persons of 
Cameroon nationality hold all the capital or voting 
rightSi 

(n) where appropriate, the 
recollement and certification that 
dues have been paid in respect 
issued forestry operating licencei 

certificat(s) de 
the various forest 
of any previously 

(0) a document attesting that a business account has 
been opened at an approved local banking 
establishment; 

(p) a receipt relating to the payment of the 
a:r::-plication fee, t}-,,= amount of whi ch shall be lcid 
down in accordance ~ith the law on State finances. 

ARTICLE 60 (1) The Minister of Forests shall sign the provisional 
operating agreement provided: 

the tenderer selected has produced a document 
certifying that the deposit provided for in Article 69 
of the Law has been lodged with the Trésor Public. 

- all the conditions for allocation provided for under 
the Law and this decree are met by the tenderer 
concernedi and 

- the Prime Minister, Head of Government, has informed 
him of his agreement in principle to such allocation. 

(2) Under Article 50 of the Law, the period of validity 
of a provisional operating agreement may not exceed thirty-six 
(36) months. 

It may not be renewed. 

(3) The deposit referred to in paragraph (1) above must 
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be lodged within forty-five (45) days of the date on which the 
Administration notifies its agreement. 

(4) If the time-limit'provided for in paragraph (3) 
above has expired and· the person concerned has not supplied 
evidence that the deposit has been lodged, he shall lose the 
right to allocation of·the provisional operating agreement. 

In such cases, the concession concerned shall again be 
open to the public invitation to tender procedure under the 
conditions laid down in this decree. 

ARTICLE 67 (1) During the period of validity of the provisional 
operating agreement, management work shall be carried out by the 
possessor of the agreement or under his financial and technical 
responsibility, in accordance with the provisions of the 
provisional agreement and under the supervision of the Forests 
Administration. 

The work shall be carried out by the possessor of the provisional 
agreement where he has been approved to operate in "the field 
concerned, or by an operator approved according to the rules laid 
down in this decree. 

(2) The management wo~k referred to in paragraph (1) 
above shall relate to: 

the management inventory, in accordance wi th the 
rules in force; 

- drawing up the management plan; 

- preparing the five-year management plan. 

(3) The concession holder shall be required to carry 
out at his own expense the work set out in the agreement, in 
particular: 

the fore st use inventory in accordance wi th the 
rules in force, over the areas to be covered during 
the first year of operation; 

- the plan of operations for the first year of the 
management plan; 

the establishment of a processing unit; 

- delimitation of the operating zones. 

(4) The way in which the work provided for in 
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paragraphs (2) and (3) above is carried out shall be subject to 
a technical inspection, in accordance with the technical 
standards and the regulations in force. 

Proper compliance with these obligations shall result 
in the issuing by the Minister of Forests of a certificate 
stating that the terms of the provisional operating agreement 
have been observed. In such cases, the possessor of the 
agreement concerned may apply for a permanent operating 
agreement. 

In the event of failure to comply, the possessor of the 
provisional agreement shall incur any penalties provided for 
under the Law, without prejudice to the application of the 
penalty provided for in Article 133(1) (c) below. 

(5) The concession holder may apply fora felling area 
of not more than 2,500 hectares per year, delimited within his 
concession by the Forests Administration. 

ARTICLE 68 (1) On expiry of the provisional operating agreement, 
and if the clauses relating to the establishment of a timber 
processing unit have not been implemented or there has been a 
duly established breach of the forest laws and/or regulations in 
force, the concession holder shall be declared in default and may 
no longEr enjoy the fcYe~t concession cCDcerned. 

In such case.::: 

- the Forests Administration shall not be required to 
repay any of the suros paid out in advance in respect of the 
allocation of the concession; 

- the deposit lodged may be repaid according to rules 
laid down by a joint order of the Ministers of Finance and 
Forests. 

(2) On expiry of the provisional operating agreement, 
where the work stipulated in the terms of reference has been 
carried out, the Forests Administration shall send the concession 
holder a report on the work carried out with a view to allocating 
a permanent operating concession. 

ARTICLE 69 (1) The permanent operating concession shall be 
allocated, in the forro of a forest concession, by decree of the 
Prime Minister, Head of Government. 

(2) Allocation shall be dependent upon: 
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approval of the management plan for the forest 
concession by the Minister of Forestsi 

- preparation of the five-year management plan and his 
plan of operation for the first year; 

- signature of the relevant terms of reference. 

(3) During the period of validity of the permanent 
operating agreement, a concession holder who has previously met 
the provisions of Article 35 above, shall carry out the 
management operations provided for in his terms of reference, 
under the supervision of the Forests Administration. 

(4) Allocation of a concession over an area of forest 
shall be exclusive of the existence of any other operating 
licence in respect of tirnber in the same area. It shall 
invalidate aIl former forestry operating licences relating to the 
same area. 

ARTICLE 70 (1) Under Article 46 of the Law, the period of 
validity of a permanent operating agreement shall be fifteen (15) 
years, which may be renewed. 

This period shall not include the period of va~~dity 
of the provisional operating agreement as specified in Article 
66(2) above. 

(2) A permanent operating agreement shall be reviewed 
every three (3) years, according to the rules laid down by the 
Minister of Forests. 

(3) On expiry of each period of five (5) years, the 
Forests Administration may review the annual felling potential 
of the forest concession concerned, taking into account in 
particular the following: 

- any changes which may have arisen in the factory's 
requirements; 

- the average volume of forest products used by the 
concession holder during the three (3) previous yearsi 

- new data in the forest inventorYi 

- the results of forest management operations carried 
out during the previous five (5) years; 

- any other relevant information. 
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ARTICLE 71 (1) In accordance with the management plan and on the 
basis of a forest use inventory, the concession holder shall each 
year draw up a plan of operations which he shall submit to the 
Forests Administration, which, once it has approved the said 
plan, shall issue an annual operations permit to the concession 
holder. 

(2) The rules for applying this article shall be laid 
down by order of the Minister of Forests. 

ARTICLE 72 (1) The volumes authorised for use in .the annual 
operations permit shall be laid down on the basis of the results 
of the forest use inventory. 

(2) Within a forest concession, only those trees which 
have been inventoried and marked may be felled by the concession 
holder, except for identified seed-bearers. 

ARTICLE 73 (1) The concession holder shall submit half-yearly to 
the Forests Administration a report on the progress of his 
operations. 

(2) Fo1lowing inspection of the implementation of the 
annual operatîons plan, and where the concession holder has 
complied wi th aIl hi s obligations 1 the Forests Acir;ünistration 
shall issue him wi:h a certificat cc recollement. 

B. RENEWAL OF A FOREST CONCESSION 

ARTICLE 74 (1) Renewal of a forest concession shall be authorised 
only where the concession holder has complied wi th aIl his 
contractual obligations. 

(2) An application for renewal of a forest concession 
shall be lodged, not less th an one (1) year before the expiry of 
the operating agreement, to the provincial office of the Forests 
Administration, together with the following documents: 

(a) the documents provided for in Article 65 abovei 

(b) the report on the implementation of the clauses of 
the terms of reference; 

(c) the report on activities for the whole period of 
validity of the operating agreement. 

(3) Following a reasoned opinion by the provincial 
representative of the Ministry of Forests, the application for 
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renewal shall be investigated by the interministerial committee 
provided for in Article 64 above. 

(4) Where the opinion of the Committee is favourable, 
renewal of the forest concession shall be granted by the 
competent authority. 

C. TRANSFER OF A FOREST CONCESSION 

ARTICLE 75 (1) Transfer of a forest concession shall be granted 
by the competent authority. It shall relate to the whole are a 
of the concession concerned. 

(2) Applications for transfer shall be made by the 
concession holder and the applicant, and shall be sent 
simultaneously by both parties to the Minister of Forests, with 
acknowledgement of receipt. 

(3) An application for the transfer of a forest 
concession shall be submi tted for an opinion· to the 
interministerial committee provided for in Article 64 above, on 
the basis of a dossier containing ten (10) copies, one of which 
bei~g the original together with ~i~e (9) certified copies, of 
th~ following documents: 

(a) a stamped application stating: 

- the full name, nationality, occupation and address 
of the applicant, in the case of a natural person; 

- the company's name and the address of the registered 
office, the name of the Director and a list of 
partners, where the applicant is a legal person; 

(b) an authenticated copy of the statutes 
company and the powers of the signatory 
application, in the case of a legal person; 

(c) a tax certificate; 

of the 
of the 

(d) a copy of the impression of the applicant's forest 
hammer as lodged at the registry of the Court of 
Appeal having territorial jurisdiction; the copy must 
contain a facsimile of the impression; 

(e) a copy of the police record of the applicant, in 
the case of a natural person, or of the Director in 
the case of a legal person, not more th an three months 
old, together with the curriculum vitae of the 
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Directori 

(f) an investment plan describing the operating 
programme, the equipment which is available or is 
intended to be used, the stability of the industrial 
establishments scheduled, estimated production by year 
and by category of product, the composition of the 
workforce and, where appropriate, the programme for 
training iti 

(g) a declaration on oath, made on stamped paper, in 
which the applicant states that: 

he is familiar with the forest laws and/or 
regulations in force and undertakes to observe them; 

- will comply strictly with the investment plan, the 
programme for recruiting and training the workforce, 
and the stipulations of his terms of referencei 

(h) where appropriate, a partnership agreement with an 
industrialist of his choosing, in the case of natural 
persons of Cameroon nationality, or companies in which 
such persons hold aIl the capital or voting rights; 

(i) an indl.lstrial and/or :.:.r:ancial partner.chip 
agreement wi th an opera tor of Ca.meroon national i ty, 
ei ther indi vidually or in a company in which the 
persons of Cameroon nationality hold aIl the capital 
or voting rights, who is the holder of a fore st 
concession, in the case of applicants who are not of 
Cameroon nationalitYi 

(j) a document attesting that a business account has 
been opened at an approved local banking 
establishment, and that financial guarantees existi 

(k) proposaIs regarding protection of the environmenti 

(1) a receipt relating to the payment of the 
application fee, the amount of which shall be laid 
down in accordance with the law on State finances. 

ARTICLE 76 (1) Signature of the deed transferring the fore st 
concession shall be subject to submission of the receipt relating 
to the payment of the transfer tax provided for under the Law, 
and of the other financial fees relating to the concession, as 
provided under the Law and this decree. 
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(2) The new concession holder shall have a period of 
forty-five (45) days from the date of notification of the 
Administration's agreement on the principle of transfer in which 
to pay the relevant tax and fees referred to in paragraph (1) 
above. 

(3) If this time-limit has expired and the evidence 
provided for above has not been supplied, the new concession 
holder shall lose the benefit of the transfer. 

In such cases, the forest concession concerned may be 
retained by the previous concession holder, provided he has 
complied with ail his contractual obligations, or may again be 
open to the public invitation to tender procedure, in accordance 
with the provisions of this decree. 

(4) In the event of transfer, aIl the clauses of the 
operating agreement of the previous holder of the operating 
concession shall become incurnbent upon the new holder. 

However, new clauses may be stipulated, taking into 
account information available on the timber market and the 
forestry potential. 

ARTICLE 77 In the event of the death of a natural person who is 
the holder of a forest concession, the concession shall be 
withdrawn, unless within a period of eighteen (18) months after 
the death it can be established that the deceased has a legal 
heir who is approved as a forest operator. 

In such cases the concession shall be transferred by 
the competent authori ty into the name of the legal heir 1 on 
condition that the latter undertakes in advance and in a legal 
document to comply wi th aIl the clauses of the operating 
agreement relating to that concession. 

D. SURRENDERING A FOREST CONCESSION 

ARTICLE 78 (1) Surrender of a forest concession shall be 
established by the competent authority, acting on an opinion from 
the interministerial committee provided for in Article 64 above. 

(2) It shall be made subject to production of a dossier 
containing ten (10) copies, one original and nine (9) certified 
copies, of the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application identifying the concession 
holder and the reasons for the surrender; 
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(b) a copy of the deed alloca ting the forest 
concession; 

(cl the management plan for the forest concernedi 

(d) a forest map on a scale 1:200,000 of the 
concessioni 

(e) a report on the activities of the operator within 
the forest concession since the date on which the 
concession was allocatedi 

(f) evidence of payment of the surrender fee for the 
fore st under managementi 

(g) documents confirming payment of aIl the taxes 
relating to use of the concession. 

(3) The dossier comprising these documents shall be 
lodged, wi th acknowledgement of receipt, wi th the Provincial 
Office of the Forests Administration, which shall transmit it, 
accompanied by a reasoned opinion, to the Minister of Forests 
for completion of the procedure. 

(4) Surrender shall gi ve ri se to repayment of the 
depo~it lodged with the Trésor Public, according to the rules 
lôid down by a je i,;t order of the lünisters of Finônce and 
Forests. 
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SECTION II 
USE OF COMMUNAL FORESTS 

ARTICLE 79 (1) Under Article 52 of the Law, a communal forest 
shall be used in accordance with its management plan and under 
the supervision of the Forests Administration, either under state 
control, or under a permit to sell the felled timber, or under 
an operating permit or under a personal felling permit. 

(2) Each commune shall lay down the rules for issuing 
operating licences for its forests. 

(3) Permits to sell felled timber or operating licences 
provided for in paragraph (1) above may only be issued to persons 
approved in accordance with the provisions of this Decree. 

(4) Priority in the use of communal forests shall be 
given to natural persons who are nationals of Cameroon or to 
companies in which such persons hold aIl the capital or voting 
rights. 

ARTICLE: 80 (1) Every year the commune shall send to th::: local 
repr~s~ntative of the Forests Administration a plan of op:::ration 
desc~i~ing aIl the management work envisaged, together with a 
reporL on the activities which have already been completed. _ 

(2) A communal forest may only be used once the 
operating licence has been signed and notified by the Mayor of 
the commune concerned. 

(3) The Forests Administration may suspend at any time 
any activity which is contrary to the approved stipulations of 
the management plan for the communal forest concerned, following 
due notification of an enforcement notice which has not been 
complied with within fifteen (15)days of notification. 

CHAPTER II 
USE OF NON-PERMANENT FORESTS 

SECTION l 
USE OF NATIONAL FORESTS 

PARAGRAPH l 
SELLING FELLED TIMBER 

ARTICLE 81 (1) National forests .shall be used under permi ts to 
sell felled timber over a unit area which shall not exceed 2,500 
hectares, in accordance with the operating programme drawn up 
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each year by the Forests Administration and published under the 
conditions laid down in Article 51 above. 

(2) The area· of national forests which may be the 
subject of permits to sell felled timber shall be established 
each year by the Forests Administration for each ecological zone, 
on the basis of the following factors in particular: 

- the volumes of usable forest products; 

- the needs of the users for the current year; 

the volumes of fore st products coming from the 
production forêts domaniales and production communal 
and community forests, and from those privately owned; 

- the degree of ecological sensitivity of the zones 
concerned to degradation. 

(3) Each year the Forests Administration shall lay down 
the areas covered by permits to sell felled timber which shall 
be reserved for persons of Cameroon nationality or for companies 
in which such persons hold aIl the capital or voting rights, and 
are approved for forestry operations. 

(4) Under Article 55 (2) of the Law, the period of 
validity of c permit to sell fe:led timber in c national fores~ 
shall not exceed three (3) yeêrs, and may not be renewed. 

(5) A permit to sell felled timber in a national forest 
shall be" issued by order of the Minister of Forests, after 
obtaining the opinion of the interministerial committee provided 
for in Article 64 above, and following a public invitation to 
tender. 

ARTICLE 82 (1) Ali permits to sell felled timber in a national 
forest shall be issued by order of the Minister of Forests, 
acting on an opinion from the interministerial committee provided 
for in Article 64 above, and following notice of a public 
invitation to tender. 

(2) The provisions of Article 58(2}, (3) and (4) above 
shall apply to the bids of persons tende ring for a permit to sell 
felled timber in a national forest. 

ARTICLE 83 (1) The issuing of a permit to sell felled timber in 
a national forest shail be subject to submission of a dossier 
containing ten 10 copies, one original and nine (9) certified 
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copies, lodged with acknowledgement of receipt with the Minister 
of Forests and comprising the documents listed in Article 59 of 
this decree. 

(2) Signature of a permit to sell felled timber in a 
national forest shall be in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 60 above. 

ARTICLE 84 (1) Under a permit to sell felled timber in a national 
forest, only trees which have been listed in the inventory and 
marked may be felled, except for identified seed-bearers. 

(2) The holder of a permit to sell felled timber shall 
be required to submit to the Forests Administration every six 
months a report on the progress of his forestry activities and 
an overall report on completion of his activities. 

ARTICLE 85 (1) In order to develop village communities on the 
edge of national forests which are being used under permits to 
sell felled timber, a percentage of the felling tax laid down in 
the Finance Law shall be paid back for the benefi t of such 
communities. 

(2) Th~ rules for the p3~~ent of the s~~s provided for 
in paragraph (1) above shall be made known to the people 
concerned at a briefing meeting to be held by the local 
administrative authori ty, in the presence of the tradi tional 
authori ties, the local technical officers concerned and the 
operator. 

The meeting shall be held before the forestry 
activities commence. 

PARAGRAPH II 
OPERATING PERMITS 

ARTICLE 86(1) Operating permits in respect of firewood, poles or 
timber for craft processing shall be issued solely to persons who 
are nationals of Cameroon or to companies in which such pers ons 
hold aIl the capital or voting rights. Each permit shall be 
accompanied by terms of reference. 

(2) Operating permits for certain special forest 
products on a list drawn up by the Forests Administration shall 
be issued by the Minister of Forests, after obtaining an opinion 
from the interministerial committee provided for in Art~cle 64 
above. 

(3) Operating permits to collect forest products for 
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scientific purposes shall be issued by the Minister of Forests 
after examining a technical dossier, according to the rules laid 
down in a separate instrument. 

(4) Operating permits for craft processing of timber 
and operating permits for firewood or poles shall be issued by 
order of the competent Governor, after obtaining the opinion of 
a provincial Technical Committee. 

(5) The period of validity of an operating permit shall 
be dependent upon the volume of products sold and shall be 
specified in the issuing document. It may not in any case exceed 
one (1) year. 

(6) Where the operator has complied with the clauses 
of the terms of reference, the local representative of the 
Ministry of Forests shall issue him with a certificat de 
recollement. 

If he has not done 50, he shall be penalised in 
accordance with the laws and regulations in force. 

A. AN OPERATING PERMIT FOR 
SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCTS 

.hSTICLE 87 (1) Operating permits for special forest products 
shall be issueà on the basis of a dossier containing ten (10) 
copies, one original and nine (9) certified copies, and 
comprising the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application stating: 

- the full name and address of the applicant, in 
the case of a natural personi 

the name, statutes and address of the 
registered office, the amount of capital and its 
distribution, and the name of the Director, in 
the case of a legal person; 

(b) a certified copy of the deed of approvali 

(c) evidence of the financial resources which have 
been committed or are availablei 

(d) proposed investment: particularly relating to the 
vehicles and packaging available for the proper 
conservation of productsi existing or planned storage 
warehousesi arrangements made or in existence for 
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processing aIl or sorne of the products locallYi 

(e) a tax certificatei 

( f) a technical memorandum drawn up by the local 
Forests Administration official specifying which 
species may be used, the quantities of products which 
may be recovered and the places and procedure for 
recovery; 

(g) where appropriate, the 
recollement and the certificate 
various forest dues under any 
forestry operating licence; 

certifiçat(s) de 
of payment of the 
previously issued 

(h) a receipt relating to the payment of the 
application fee, the amount of which shall be laid 
down in accordance with the law on State finances. 

(i) a certificate of payment of contributions to the 
Social Security Scheme; 

(2) The application for the issuing of an opera:ing 
permit for special forest products shall be lodged, with 
acknowledgement of receipt, with the provincial representative 
of the Forests Administration for the place where operations are 
to take place, who shall forward it together with a reasoned 
oplnlon, to the Minister of Forests for completion of the 
procedure. 

(3) Signature of the permit shall be subj ect to 
submission of a documents certifying that the relevant fees and 
taxes have been paid. 

ARTICLE 88 (1) An operating permit for special forest products 
shall show in particular: 

the species in respect of which operations are 
authorised; 

- the quantities of products to be recoveredi 

- the operating zone; and 

- the conditions governing the local use, or possibly 
the export of products. 

(2) The terms of reference accompanying the operating 
permit for special forest products shall show in particular: 
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the conditions for renewing the resourcei 

- the conditions for using the productsi 

- the conditions for transporting themi 

- the proce~ure for paying the financial costs. 

(3) On completion of use, the permit holder shall 
submi t a report on his acti vi ties to the provincial 
representative of the Ministry of Forests for the placees) where 
operations are to take place. 

B. OPERATING PERMITS FOR TIMBER 

ARTICLE 89 (1) Operating permits for craft processing of timber 
shall be issued on the basis of a dossier comprising ten (10) 
copies, one original and nine (9) certified copies, containing 
the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application stating the full name and 
address of the applicant, and the species, volumes, 
operating zone and destination of the productsi 

(b) a resideDce certificate; 

(c) a tax c8rtificatei 

(d) a certified copy of the deed of approvali 

(e) a copy of the police record of the applicant in 
the case of a natural person and of the legal 
representative in the case of a legal person, not more 
than three months oldi 

(f) evidence of the financial resources which have 
been committed or are availablei 

(g) a technical memorandum drawn up by the local 
Forests Administration official; 

(h) an application for registration as a craft 
processori 

(i) where appropriate, the 
recollement and the certificate 
various fore st dues under any 
forestry operating licence; 

certificat(s) de 
of payment of the 
previously issued 

(j) a receipt relating to the payment of the 
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application fee, the amount of which shall be laid 
down in accordance with the law on State finances. 

(k) a certificate of payment of contributions to the 
Social Security Scheme; 

(2) The application provided for in paragraph (1) above 
shall be lodged, with acknowledgement of receipt, with the 
provincial representati ve of the Forests Administration, who 
shall forward it together with a reasoned opinion, to the 
Minister of Forests for completion of the procedure. 

(3) Signature of the permit shall be subject to 
submission of a documents certifying that the relevant fees and 
taxes have been paid. 

ARTICLE 90 (l)Before the start of operations under a permit for 
craft processing of timber, the felling are a shall be delimited 
and a preliminary inventory made of the measurements and markings 
of all the trees intended for sale, the total volume of which 
shall not exceed five hundred (500)cubic metres. 

(2) Trees shall be sold standing. Only those intended 
for sale shaii be felled. 

C. OPERATING PERMITS FOR FIREWOOD AND POLES 

ARTICLE 91 (1) Operating 
issued on the basis of a 
original and nine (9) 
following documents: 

permits for firewood and poles shall be 
dossier comprising ten (10) copies, one 
certified copies, and containing the 

(a) a stamped application stating the full name and 
address of the applicant, the nature and quantity of 
the products requested, and the operating zone; 

(b)a technical memorandum drawn up by the local 
Forests Administration official; 

(c) the patent; 

(d) a receipt relating to the payment of the 
application fee, the amount of which shall be laid 
down in accordance with the law on State finances. 

(2) The complete application shall be lodged, wi th 
acknowledgement of receipt, with the Forests Administration 
official for the place of operations for completion of the 
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procedure. 

(3) Signature 
submission of a documents 
taxes have been paid. 

of the permit shall be subj ect to 
certifying that the relevant fees and 

(4) The use of pales or firewood under an operating 
permit shall only take place once the relevant taxes have been 
paid by the person concerned and the licence has been notified 
by the local representative of the Minister of Forests. 

ARTICLE 92 (1) Before operations take place under an operating 
permit for firewood or pales, the felling area shall be the 
subject of reconnaissance or, where appropriate, delimitation. 
Operations shall relate to the products and quantities set out 
in the permit. 

(2) On cornpletion of operations, the operator shall 
submit ta the Forests Administration a report on his activities. 

D. THE PROVINCIAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

ARTICLE 93 (1) The Provincial Technical Committee referred to in 
Article 86 2bove, hereinafter called the "Technical Committee", 
shall be co~posed as follows: 

CHAIRMAN: - the Governor of the province concerned 
or his representative; 

MEMBERS: - the provincial representative of the 
Minister of the Environrnent; 

- the provincial representative of the 
Minister of Finance; 

- the provincial representative of the 
Ministre chargé des domaines; 

- the provincial representative of the 
Minister of Industrial and Commercial 
Development 

- a repre5entative of the Chamber of 
Agriculture, Stock rearing and Fore5try 

- the Mayor(s) of the commune (5) 
concerned. 
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(2) The Chairman of the Provincial Technical Committee 
may calI upon any person of his choosing in view of that person's 
skills. 

(3) The provincial representative of the Forests 
Administration shall report on matters and provide secretarial 
services for the work of the Technical Committee. 

(4) The Technical Committee shall meet as necessary 
and at least twice a year, when convened by its Chairman,at the 
place and date which he sets. 

(5) The duties of the Chairman or members of the 
Technical Committee shall not be remunerated. 

(6) The terms of reference of the Technical Committee 
shall be laid down by order of the Minister of Forests. 

PARAGRAPH III 
A PERSONAL FELLING PERMIT 

ARTICLE 94 (1) In order to meet their own domestic needs, in 
particular fo:::- firewood and building wood, persons who are 
nationals of Cameroon may fell a limi ted nuwber of trees in 
national forests if they have a personal felling permit. 

This provision shall not apply to persons living on the 
forest edge, who shall retain their user rights under the 
provisions of this Decree. 

(2) A personal felling permit shall be issued by the 
provincial representative of the Ministry of Forests, following 
payment by the person concerned of the sale price of the forest 
products provided for in paragraph (1) above. The permit shall 
last for a maximum of three (3) months. 

It shall indicate in particular the operating zone and 
the number of trees by species for which use is authorised. In 
no case may the volume removed exceed thirty (30) m3 of rough 
timber. 

(3)It shall be prohibited for the holder of a personal 
felling permit to fell trees which are marked as reserved by the 
Forests Administration. 

(4) Periodically, the Forests. Administration shall 
ensure that the holder of the authorisation is using the 
authorised trees. In the event of any infringement, the permit 
shall be withdrawn, without prejudice to any criminal or civil 
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proceedings. 

SECTION II 
USE OF COMMUNITY FORESTS 

ARTICLE 95 (1) Under Article 54 of the Law, use shall be made of 
a cornmunity forest on the basis of its basic management plan, 
duly approved by the Forests Administration, under state control, 
by the sale of felled tirnber, or under an operating permit or 
personal felling permit. 

(2) Each cornmunity shall decide on its own procedure 
Ior issuing operating licences. 

(3) The operating licences provided for above, except 
for the personal felling permit, shall only be issued to persons 
approved for forest operations in accordance with the provisions 
of this Decree. 

ARTICLE 96 (1) The procedure for deriving benefit from the 
products resulting from the use of cornmunity forests shall be 
laid down in a management agreement for the forest concerned. 

(2) The designateè officer for the cornmunity forest 
sha11 be required to send each year to the representative of the 
Minister of Forests having local jurisdiction a plan of 
operations and a report on activities carried out during the 
preceding year. 

SECTION III 
USE OF PRIVATE FORESTS 

ARTICLE 97 (1) Use of a forest belonging to an individual may be 
by i ts owner or by any other person of his choosing. The 
individual concerned shall, however, be required to notify the 
local office of the Forests Administration in advance to this 
effect. 

(2) The Forests Administration may suspend such use 
where it is likely to damage the environment, without prejudice 
to the implementation of the expropriation procedure provided for 
under the laws in force. 

CHAPTER III 
THE INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE 
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ARTICLE 98 The Interministerial Committee provided for in 
Articles 58, 64 and 82 of this Decree, hereinafter called the 
"Commi ttee" , shall be a body set up under the Ministry of 
Forests, whose task shall be to give its opinion on the 
following: 

- the issue or withdrawal of permits to se Il felled timber; 

- the issue, renewal, transfer, surrender or withdrawal of 
a forest concession; 

- the issue or withdrawal of operating permits for certain 
special forest products. 

SECTION l 
COMPOSITION 

ARTICLE 99 (1) The Committee shall be composed as follows: 

CHAIRMAN - the representative of the Minister of Forests. 

MEMB2RS a representati ve of the Ministry of Terri torial 
Administration; 

- a representative of the Ministry of Economies and 
Finance; 

- a representative of the Ministry of Industrial and 
Commercial Developmenti 

a representative of the M2nistère chargé des 
domainesi 

a representative from each association or union 
within the forestry profession; 

- two deputies from the National Assembly. 

(2) The Chairman of the Commi ttee may calI on any 
person to take part, in an advisory capacity, in the work of the 
Co~~ittee, in view of that person's competence with regard to the 
matters under discussion. 

(3) The Director of Forests shall report on items on 
the agenda. 

(4) The Forests Directorate shall provide secretarial 
services for the work of the Committee. 
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(5) The duties of the Chairman or members 
Committee and those of the rapporteur or members 
Secretariat shall not be remunerated. 

SECTION II 
PROCEDURE 

of the 
of the 

ARTICLE 100 (1) The Committee shall meet as required but not less 
th an twice a year, when convened by the Chairman and at places 
and on dates to be decided by him. 

(2) Its proceedings shall be valid only if two thirds 
(2/3) at least of its mernbers are present. 

The quorum of two thirds of members provided for above 
shall not apply where the Committee is meeting to open tenders. 

(3) It shall adopt its resolutions by a simple 
majority. In the event of the vote being equally divided the 
Chairman shall have the casting vote. 

(4) The Committee's operating costs shall be borne by 
the Special Forestry Development Fund. 

ARTICLE 101 (1) Agendas for meeting5 of the CommitteE must reach 
Ir!ElTLbers a t least fi ve (5) days befo:c:-e the date of the meeting. 

(2) However, the Chairman of the Committee may reduce 
the amount of time provided for in paragraph (1) above to fort y 
eight (48) hours where circumstances so dictate. 

ARTICLE 102 (1) The Commi ttee shall be required to gi ve i ts 
opinion within at least twenty one (21) days of the matter being 
referred to it by the Minister of Forests. 

(2)However, the Minister of Forests may ask for the 
amount of time provided for in paragraph (1) above to be reduced 
in an emergency, but the reduced period shall not be less th an 
ten (10) days. 

ARTICLE 103 Submission of dossiers to the Committee shall be done 
by the rapporteur, who shall be required to supply aIl the 
information which is likely to assist members of the Committee, 
and to reply to any questions or comments made by members. 

SECTION III 
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PROCEDURE FOR EXAMINING DOSSIERS 

ARTICLE 104 (1) Dossiers submi tted for examination by the 
Committee must contain aIl the items of information and aIl the 
documents required in order to facilitate their examination. 

(2) They must in particular contain: 

A. For the phase of opening tenders: 

all the supporting documents provided for in this 
Decree. 

B. For the phase of issuing forestry operating licences: 

(a) the record of the opening of tenders; 

(b) the report on the analysis of the tenders; 

(c) the summàry report on the analysis of the tenders, 
signed by all the members of the analysis sub-cornrnittee"provided 
for in this Decree. This report shall surnrnarise in particular 
any cornrnents made by any of the tenderers on the analysis of his 
bid made by the sub-coITmittee. 

(2) Tenders which arrlve after the openlng of tenders 
shall not be adrnitted. 

ARTICLE 105 (1) The Chairman of the Cornmittee shall be required 
to ensure that all the tenders are sealed and closed. He shall 
carry out the opening of the technical and administrative tender 
and shall check the authentici ty of the administrative and 
technical documents produced by the tenderers. 

A list of the documents contained in each tender shall 
be drawn up at the time. 

(2) Tenderers may be present or represented at the 
meeting at which their technical and administrative tender is 
opened. 

ARTICLE 106 (1) Following the opening of the technical and 
administrative tenders, the copies of the tenders, duly 
initialled by the Chairman, shall be forwarded to an analysis 
sub-cornmittee set up for this purpose by the Cornmittee, acting 
on a proposal from its Chairman. 

No mernber of the Cornrnittee may also be a mernber of an 
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analysis sub-committee. 

(2) The original of each tender shall be lodged for 
safe keeping with the s.ecretariat of the Committee. 

(3) The other copies of the tenders of the successful 
tenderers, and the originals and copies of the tenders of the 
unsuccessful tenderers shall be returned to them or, failing 
this, shall be destroyed by the Forests Administration if they 
are not taken back wi thin a period of time set by that 
Administration. 

ARTICLE 107 (1) The Committee deciding on the tenders shall be 
given the reports analysing the tenders and the summary reports 
of any comments made by the tenderers, in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 104 of this Decree. 

(2) It shall discuss and classify the qualifying 
tenderers on the basis of the technical and administrative 
selection criteria provided for in this Decree, without 
mentioning the financial bid submitted by each tenderer. 

(3) .Following this, the sealed financial bid containing 
the additional priee provided for in Article 59(3) ab ove shall 
l::e opened. 

(4) TLe Committee shéll select the t.enàerer in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 64 above. 

(5) Where none of the bids meets the selection 
cri teria, or where there has been an agreement between the 
tenderers, the Committee shall declare the invitation to tender 
unsuccessful or, where appropriate, shall declare the invitation 
to tender void. 

In the event of an invitation to tender being declared 
void due to an agreement between the tenderers, the latter may 
not, either directly or indirectly, take part in another 
invitation to tender under this Decree for a period of five (5) 
years, without prejudice to the application of any penalties 
which may be provided for in separate instruments. 

(6) The minutes of the proceedings, approved by aIl the 
members of the Committee present, shall be signed by the 
Chairman. He shall record the circumstances of the proceedings 
for selecting the tenderers. 

ARTICLE 108 (1) The Chairman of the Committee shall notify the 
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Minister of Forests of the Cornmittee's proposaIs within a maximum 
of seventy two (72) hours of completion of the proceedings. 

(2) With the exception of a forest concession, forestry 
operating licences submitted for the Committee's consideration 
shall be granted in accordance with the Committee's opinion. 

(3) However, the Minister of Forests may request a 
further examination of the Cornmittee's proposaIs, mentioning his 
reservations or comments, within a maximum period of seven (7) 
days from the date on which those proposaIs are notified. 

ARTICLE 109 Within thirty (30) days of the notification of the 
Committee's proposaIs regarding the granting of a forest 
concession, the Minister of Forests shall forward to the Prime 
Minister, Head of Government, for his approval: . 

(a) the successful tenders; 

(b) the draft provisional operating agreement; 

(c) the minutes of the Committee's proceedings. 

TITLE VI 
THE RECOVERY, INDUSTRY 

AND MARKETING OF FOREST PRODUCTS 

CHAPTER 1 
THE RECOVERY OF FOREST PRODUCTS 

ARTICLE 110 (1) In the case of a development project which is 
likely to lead to disturbance in a forest or to its destruction, 
a preliminary environmental impact assessment shall be carried 
out by the applicant according to the rules laid down by the 
Environment Administration, in order to determine the special 
steps to be taken to ensure the conservation, development or, 
where appropriate,recovery of natural resources. 

(2) Under Article 73 of the Law, recovery of forest 
products from national forests shall be done either under state 
control or by public auction on the basis of the results of the 
inventory. 

ARTICLE 111 (1) Opening up a removal route which crosses a 
national fore st shall be dependent on prior authorisation from 
the Minister of Forests. 
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(2) An operator rnay be authoriseà to recover the felled 
trees along the route in return for payment of the sale price for 
the wood which is laid down in the Finance Law. 

(3) The procedure for applying this Article ehâdft be 
set out in an arder from the Minister of Forests. 

ARTICLE 112 (1) Logs left in timber yards in the forest and along 
the roads shall be the subject of a formaI report drawn up on the 
basis of a statement by the local Forests Administration 
official. 

(2) Notice shall be given to the owners of such wood 
that it must be removed immediately. 

(3) Thirty (30) days after notice has been given the 
wood shall be deemed automatically to belong to the state and 
shall be sold in accordance with the provisions of this Decree. 

Offenders shall be liable to the penalties provided for 
under the legislation in force. 

ARTICLE 113 (1) Any person wishing to recover driftwood under the 
condi tions laid down in Article 73 of the Law must submi t a 
stamped êpplication to the local Forests Administration 
official. 

(2) Recovery shall be dependent upon payment by the 
person concerned of a sale priee, the amount of which shall be 
laid down in the Finance Law. 

CHAPTER II 
THE FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

ARTICLE 114 (1) Any natural or legal person wishing to operate 
a factory for the first-stage processing of forest products must 
make a declaration to this effect to the Administrations 
responsible for mines, forests and industry before starting up 
his unit. 

Failure to make such a declaration shall be punishable 
by an administrative fine, the amount of which and the procedure 
for calculating and collecting which shall be laid down in a 
separate instrument. 

(2)The conditions governing the operation of industries 
which process forest products likely to produce toxic waste shall 
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be as laid down in the laws and/or regulations applying, as 
appropriate, to toxic waste or to buildings for carrying on 
dangerous, unhealthy, noisy or noxious trades. 

(3) The obligations of forestry undertakings approved 
under the régime de point franc industriel shall be laid down by 
a joint order of the Ministers of Industry and Forests in 
accordance with Article 74 of the Law. 

ARTICLE 115 (1) The owners of factories processing forest 
products who do not have forestry operating licences may obtain 
supplies from the local market in logs. 

(2) Forest products purchased in this way must be 
derived exclusively under valid operating licences and comply 
with the rules laid down in this Decree. 

(3) The owners of industries for the first-stage 
processing of forest products must keep a record of in-coming 
products of this type, indicating their origin, and a" record of 
out-going processed products, indicating their quantity, quality 
and destination. 

(4) The rules for applying this paragr~?h shall be laid 
down by the Mlnister of Forests. 

CHAPTER III 
MARKETING AND PROMOTION OF 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

ARTICLE 116 (1) Any person wishing to export wood in the form of 
logs in accordance wi th the law in force must be registered 
beforehand with the Forests Administration. 

(2) However, natural or legal persons of foreign 
nationality may only engage in exporting wood in the form of logs 
where the y have: 

(a) a valid forestry operating licence; 

(b) a local processing industry. 

(3) Infringement of the provisions of this Article 
shall make the offender liable to the application of the 
provisions of Article 159 of the Law. 

(4) The procedure for applying this Article shall be 
specified by order of the Minister of Forests. 
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ARTICLE 117 Exporters of forest products must keep books of 
specification 
Administration 
quality, volume 
destination. 

forms initialled by the local Forests 
official, giving in particular the species, 
and origin of the products concerned and their 

ARTICLE 118 (1) Any exporter of forest products who does not 
comply with the local processing quotas provided for in the Law 
shall be required ta pay to the Trésor Public a progressive 
export surtax. 

To this end, each operator shall be required, every six 
(6) months from the start of the tax year, to supply the Forests 
Administration with accurate information regarding his products, 
giving the volume which are exported and the volume which are 
processed locally. 

(2) At the end of the financial year, the Forests 
Administration shall calculate and notify to the operator the 
amount of the progressive surtax due. The operator shall have 
a period of thirty (30) days from the date of notification of the 
statement of sums due in which to pay the progressive surtax he 
owes. 

(3) At the time of loading, the 10cal Forests 
Administration official shall, together with the Customs 
Administration official, certify the bill of lading after the 
documents attesting payment of the progressive surtax have been 
submitted, where it is already due and payable, or compliance 
with the processing percentage provided for under the Law. 

(4) Bills of lading must mention the reference nurnbers 
of the specification notes of the batches loaded. 

(5) The Finance Law shall fix the progressive export 
surtax according to species and quality, and shall determine how 
it is to be shared between the State and the Special Forestry 
Development Fund. 

(6) The procedure for applying this Article shall be 
laid down by a joint order of the Ministers of Finance and of 
Forests. 

ARTICLE 119 The Finance Law shall fix each year a preferential 
rate for the progressive export surtax on species being promoted, 
a list of which shall be determined annually by a joint order of 
the Ministers of Forests and Finance. 
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ARTICLE 120 Forestry operators shall be required to send to the 
Minister of Forests one (1) mon th after the end of each financial 
year an annual report, along the lines set down by the Forests 
Administration. 

ARTICLE 121 (1) For marketing purposes, unprocessed and processed 
forest products shall be subject to rules of classification and 
to standards regarding dimensions and quality. 

(2) The rules for monitoring the classification and 
standardisation of forest products shall be laid down in a 
separate instrument. 

TITLE VII 
FINANCIAL AND FISCAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 122 The use of forest products shall be subj ect to 
payment of the financial and fiscal charges set out in the terms 
of reference relating to the relevant operating licencés and by 
the laws in force. 

ARTICLS 123 (1) Withou~ prejudice ta the other provi3~ans of 
Article 66(1) of the Law, the financial and fiscal charges due 
upon the issue, renewal or surrender of an operating licence or, 
where appropriate, upon transfer of an operating licence and 
payable before signature of the licence by the competent 
authority shall comprise all the charges relating to: 

(a) transfer tax; 

(b) recovery tax; 

(c) the sale price of forest products, in the case of 
operating licences and in the case of personal felling 
permits or permits to sell forest products. 

(2) The fiscal charges relating to the export of forest 
products shall comprise export duties and, where appropriate, the 
progressive surtaxe 

(3) The basis of assessment and the procedure for 
paying the financial and fiscal charges shall be the subject of 
a separate decree. 
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ARTICLE 124 (1) Monitoring and fOllowing up forestry.activities 
under operating licences shall be carried out by the staff of the 
Forests Administration, according to the procedure laid down in 
an order from the Minister of Forests. 

(2) The staff of the Forests Administration who monitor 
and follow up forestry activities shall be required to carry 
fire-arms and wear a uniform and shall be bound by disciplinary 
rules laid down in separate instruments. 

ARTICLE 125 (1) Every holder of an operating licence must keep 
a site record book, a specimen for which shall be drawn up by the 
Forests Administration. The book shall be nurr~ered, and shall 
be ini tialled by the département official froi":", the Forests 
p_dministraticn. 

Felled trees shall be entered in the book on a daily 
basis, giving the diameter rneasured 1.3rn above the soil or above 
the buttresses, together with the felling number shown on the 
tree stump, the length of the logs, their diameter at the wide 
and narrow ends, and their volume. 

As regards the use of special forest products, poles 
and firewood, a note shall be made of: 

- the species harvested; 

- the quantities, dimensions, weight and volume of the 
producti and 

- the place where they were harvested. 

(2) At the end of each week the return sheets from the 
si te record book shall be forwarded to the local Forests 
Administration official who, after verification and compilation, 
shall forward the results and the specifications each month to 
the Forests Administration offic~al next in rank. 
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(3) For measurement purposes, the volume of each tree 
shall be calculated according to the existing measurement scales 
or according to the following scale: 

places. 

v = [Pi/41 X D2 X L where: V = volume of tree 

L = length of tree trunk 

D = mean diameter of tree 
beneath the bark 

Pi/4 = 0.785 

Volume is expressed in cubic metres to three decimal 

Length is expressed in metres and whole decimetres; in 
this connection, centimetres are disregarded. 

Diameter is expressed in metres, decimetres and whole 
centimetres. 

Diameter is the arithmetical mean of the diameters of 
the two ends. 

ARTICLE 126 (1) Holders of forestry operating licences shall be 
required to recover all the logs from the felled trees, apart 
from those considered unusable by Forests Administration 
officials. Where a felled tree is abandoned in the forest the 
reason for so doing shall be noted in the site record book. 

(2) Following a report, abandoned logs which have been 
recognised as being usable may be sold by the Forests 
Administration in accordance with the provisions of this Decree. 

ARTICLE 127 (1) Before leaving the forest, every log which is 
used must be tagged with the regulation markings. 

The procedure for marking aIl the logs before they 
leave the fore st shall be laid down by the Minister of Forests. 

It shall be prohibited to transport any industrial 
roundwood, in particular logs which do not have the regulatory 
markings laid down in the terms of reference. 

(2) Carriers of forest products must have a consignment 
note taken from a regulation-style counterfoil book initialled 
by the département Forests Administration official, giving in 
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particular the quantities and specification of the products being 
transported, together with their origine 

Officials from the Forests Administration may carry out 
checks at any time to ensure that the documents presented relate 
to the products being transported. 

(3) The carriage of logs by road and rail shall be 
governed by a joint order of the Ministers of Transport and 
Forests. 

ARTICLE 128 Any log accepted at a processing factory must be 
clearly marked wi th the regulation markings provided for in 
Article 127 above. Those markings shall be recorded in the book 
provided for in that Article. 

ARTICLE 129 Forestry operators, exporters and processors of 
forest products shall be required, with comments where 
appropriate, to countersign the site record books, the 
specification forms, the in-coming and out-going record books, 
and the forms or reports relating to the checks made by the 
Forests Administration officiaIs who supervise them. 

CHAPTER II 
PUNISill1ENT OF INFRINGEMENTS 

ARTICLE 130 (1) Without prejudice to the penalties provideà for 
under the Law and the legislation in force, any approval or 
forestry operating licence provided for in this Decree may be 
suspended or withdrawn under the conditions laid down in this 
Decree. 

(2) Suspension of approval or of a forestry operating 
licence shall be ordered by the Minister of Forests. 

The decision to suspend must be reasoned and be 
notified to the person concerned. 

(3) Withdrawal of approval or of an operating licence 
shall be ordered by the competent authority. 

It must be reasoned and be notified to the pers on 
concerned. 

(4) Approval or forestry operating licences of 
companies which are wound up or-go into liquidation shall be 
withdrawn automatically. 
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ARTICLE 131 (1) Without prejudice to the penalties provided for 
in Article 162 of the Law, suspension shall be ordered in the 
event of a subsequent offence carrying a fine of FCFA 3,000,000 
or more. 

committed 
(2) A subsequent offence shall be deemed to have been 
where, during the twelve (12) months preceding the 

commission of an infringement of the law or of forestry 
regulations, the offender has been found guilty of the same 
offence. 

(3) The document ordering suspension shall specify the 
duration; this may not, however, exceed six (6) months. 

ARTICLE 132 (1) Suspension shall involve: 

- withdrawal of approval or of the forestry operating 
licence, and of the statutory documents; 

cessa tion of forestry acti vi ties by the person 
concernedi and 

- seizure of forest products which have not already 
been removed. 

(2) It may not be lifted until the cause has been 
removed and/or all the taxes and charges due and payable have 
been paid. 

ARTICLE 133 (1) Withdrawal shall be ordered automatically where 
suspension has not been lifted during the period set out in 
Article 131 (3) above, or in any of the following cases: 

(a) continuation of activities after suspension has 
been notifiedi 

(b) a further offence is established with regard to 
the person concerned during the twelve (12) months 
following the commission of a second offence which has 
given ri se to his suspension; 

(c) failure te carry out the work as provided in 
Article 67 of this Decree. 

(2) It shall comprise:· 

loss of approval and/or the forestry operating 
·licencei 
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- permanent cessation of the activities relating to 
the approval and/or the forestry operating licence; 
and 

- payment of· aIl outstanding duties, taxes and fees. 
Such duties, taxes and fees may, where necessary, be 
collected by force. 

ARTICLE 134 (1) Under the prOVlSlons of Articles 141 and 142 of 
the Law, officially designated officiaIs from the Forests 
Administration shall have the status of officers of. the police 
jUdiciaire (criminal investigation department) with special 
powers. 

(2) They shall take an oath in accordance with the laws 
and regulations in force. 

ARTICLE 135 (1) The certified report of an infringement of the 
legislation and/or the forestry regulations shall contain the 
following information: 

- the exact date of the statement; 

- the full identity of the authorised official making 
the charge, giving his capacity, his position and his 
'v..'Ork location; 

- the date, time and place of the infringement; 

- the full identi ty of the offender and a detailed 
description of the methods he employedi 

a detailed description and assessment of the 
infringementi 

- the offender's statements and signature; 

- the full identity of any witnesses, accomplices or 
fellow perpetrators, their statements and their 
signatures i 

- the references to the legal instruments prohibiting 
and/or penalising the act which has been cornmittedi 

- the amount of any suret y which has been paidi 

- reference to any products or machinery seized and 
the place where they are being heldi 
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- any other information clarifying the statement. 

(2) The completed report shall be given a number in the 
register of cases kept for that purpose in the offices of the 
local Administration concerned. It shall be sent within seventy 
two (72) hours to the provincial official of the Forests 
Administration. 

ARTICLE 136 (l)Under Article 146(1) of the Law, infringements of 
the law and/or the forestry regu1ations may give _ rise to a 
settlement, without prejudice to the right of the Public 
Prosecutor to institute proceedings. 

(2) The Minister of Forests and his provincial 
representatives shall be empowered to reach a settlement 
according to rules laid down by the Minister of Forests. 

(3) The amount of the settlement shall not in any case 
be less than the mlnlmum fine provided for, together, where 
appropriate, with suros due by way of damages. 

ARTICLE 137 (1) The benefit of a settlement shall be sought by 
the offender. 

(2) The settlernent must be signed jointly by the 
competent Forests Administration official and the offender. 

It shall be registered at the latter' s expense and 
shall state in particular the procedure and time limit laid down 
for is completion; the time limit may not in any event be longer 
than three (3) months. 

(3) Any settlement, even one that has already been 
completed, which is entered into in breach of the provisions of 
Article 136 above, shall be automatically null and void. The 
Minister of Forests shall notify, at any time, such automatic 
nullity to the offender. 

TITLE IX 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

CHAPTER l 
ACQUISITION OF SHARES 

ARTICLE 138 (1) Acquisition and transfer of shares in the capital 
of forestry companies must comply with the following rules: 

(a) Where the company is formed by nationals of 
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Cameroon, the share of the capital or voting rights held by 
persons of foreign nationality, either by transfers or following 
new equity issues, must not exceed 30% of the company's capital 
or voting rights. 

(b) Where the company is formed by nationals of 
Cameroon and persons of foreign nationality, subsequent changes 
in the company's capital or voting rights, either as a result of 
the transfer of shares or voting rights or following new equity 
issue, must not result in reducing the percentage of shares or 
voting rights held by nationals of Cameroon, as fixed in respect 
of the company's initial capital or voting rights. 

(c) Where the company is formed by persons of foreign 
na tionali ty, subsequent changes in the company' s capital or 
voting rights for the benefit of persons of foreign nationality 
not approved to operate in a forest, either individually or as 
a company, either as a result of stock transfer or following new 
equity issues, must not hold more th an the equivalent of 15% of 
the company's initial capital or initial voting rights. 

ARTICLE 139 (1) Any acquisition or transfer of shares in the 
capital or voting rights of forestry companies shall be subject 
to prior approval by the Minister of Forests on the basis of a 
dossier CODtêining the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application giving the reasons for the 
acquisition of shares; 

(b) a form containing information about the transfereei 

(c) a detailed report on the activities of the 
transferori 

(d) the current statutes of the company and the 
current and planned allocation of the company's shares 
or voting rights; 

(el the minutes of the general meeting at which the 
new acquisitions of shares were approved. 

(2) The Minister of Forests shall be required to give 
his decision within a period of fort y five (45) days from the 
date on which the dossier referred to in paragraph (1) above is 
received. After that date his decision shall be deemed to be in 
favour. 

(3) Any rej ection must be reasoned and be notified 
within the time limit laid down in paragraph (2) above. 

65 



CHAPTER II 
SUBCONTRACTING AND QUOTAS 

STS 994/95 

ARTICLE 140 (1) Holders of named operating licences who wish to 
subcontract sorne of their activities must obtain the prior 
agreement of the Minister of Forests, on submission of a dossier 
containing the following documents: 

(a) a stamped application setting out the reasons for 
the application [text has "acquisition of shares"]; 

(b) a forro giving information on the subcontractor; 

(c) a detailed report on the transferor's activitiesi 

(d) the activities to be carried out by the 
subcontractori 

(e) a draft subcontract certified and reg~stered in 
accordance with the regulations in force; 

(f) a receipt in respect 0 E payment of the duties 
which are laid down in the ?inance Law. 

(2) Each subcontractor must meet the criteria laid down 
in Article 35 above. 

(3) In the case of an authorisation, the holder of the 
forestry operating licence shall forward to the provincial 
offiçial of the Forests Administration a copy of the subcontract, 
duly signed by the parties concerned and registered. 

(4) The subcontract shall only come into effect after 
the subcontract has been lodged by the holder of the forestry 
operating licence with the local Forests Administration official 
within whose jurisdiction the subcontract is to be carried out. 

(5) The holder of the forestry operating licence shall 
remain the sole person responsible in respect of the Forests 
Administration for the proper fulfilment of his obligations. 

ARTICLE 141 (1) Quotas for forestry operating licences and 
personal felling permits shall be laid down by the Minister of 
Forests. 

CHAPTER III 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
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ARTICLE 142 The special obligations of persons operating in 
forests in frontier zones, or who use aircraft in the course of 
their forest operations, shall be laid down by the competent 
Administrations. 

ARTICLE 143 Application of the provlslons of the Law and of this 
Decree shall not prevent compliance with the rules of common law 
in this field by any person who, in addition to the areas 
conceded to him for forestry operations, occupies, in a private 
capacity, public or private land belonging to the State or 
national land. 

TITLE X 
TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 144 (1) Under Article 75 of the Law, forestry operating 
licences issued before the date of promulgation of the Law, which 
are still valid, are being used and are in order as far the 
financial charges relating to such licences are concerned, shall 
remain valid until their expiry. 

(2) The forestry operating licences referred to in 
paragraph (1) ab ove shall be the subject of an additional clause 
in the terms of reference, which shall set out the new operating 
rules under the Law. 

ARTICLE 145 (1) Without prejudice to the provlslons of Articles 
75 and 77 of the Law, the transformation of operating licences 
which predate the Law into forestry concessions shall comply with 
the following rules: 

(a) Ail forest undertakings which are operational must 
supply a certificate of compliance with the obligations contained 
in the operating licences which they hold, at the same time as 
they are applying for the transformation of their existing 
licences into forestry concessions. To this end, they must 
fulfil aIl the conditions laid down in this Decree and take part 
in the selection procedures provided for herein. 

(b) On their expiry, forestry operating licences in 
respect of non-permanent forests may not be transformed into 
forestry concessions. They shall therefore be rendered 
automatically null and void. 

However, the areas covered by such licences may, within 
the are a limit provided for in Articles 49 and 55(1) of the Law, 
be transformed into ones covered by permi ts to sell felled 
timber. 
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(c) On expiry of forestry operating licences in an are a 
which is not covered by a zoning plan, the Forests Administration 
may classify the territory covered by such licences as permanent 
forests with a view to granting concessions under the conditions 
laid down in this Decree. 

(2) The procedure for applying this Article shall be 
laid down by the Minister of Forests. 

ARTICLE 146 (1) Old forestry operating licences whose holders are 
no longer operating and/or who have not paid the" financial 
charges connected with such licences, shall be automatically null 
and void. 

(2) The Minister of Forests shall notify the holders 
concerned of the annulment and shall set in train the procedure 
for the forced recovery of out standing debts. 

ARTICLE 147 (1) Natural or legal persons approved to operate as 
foresters, who are operating at the date of publication of this 
Decree, shall retain their approval. 

(2) Those who, wh2~her they have ceased to operate oc 
not, are in order as regards the Forests AdIuinistration shall 
have a maximum period of six (6) months from the date of 
publication of this Decree in which to comply with the provisions 
of the Decree. 

At the end of that period, if the y have not conformed 
with the Decree their approval shall expire automatically. 

ARTICLE 148 Procedures for approval or for allocating forestry 
operating licences which are current and have not been completed 
on the date of publication of this Decree shall be continued in 
accordance with the provisions of the Decree. 

ARTICLE 149 The provisions relating to the Special Forestry 
Development Fund and to the Interprofessional SOlidarity Fund 
shall be laid down in separate decrees. 

ARTICLE 150 AIl conflicting previous provisions shall be 
repealed, in particular those of Decrees Nos 83/169 (sic) of 12 
April 1993 establishing the forests system and 94/436/PM of 23 
August 1994 laying down the procedure for implementing the 
forests system. 
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ARTICLE 151 The Minister of the Environment and Forests, the 
Minister of the Economy and Finance and the Minister of 
Industrial and Commercial Development shall, each within his 
appropriate field, be responsible for applying this Decree, which 
shall be registered, published under the emergency procedure, and 
then placed in the Official Journal in English and French. 

Yaoundé, 23 August 1995 

The Prime Minister 

[signed and sealed] 

Simon ACHIDI ACHU 
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